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PUERPERAL INFPLAMMATION.— Division into 
three species ; description of the acute 
attack ; diagnosis; general and local symp- 
toms ; state of sinking ; treatment of puer- 
peral inflammation ; purgative medicines ; 
bloodletting ; emetics and mercurials, Sto- 
machal and intestinal inflammation, their 
symptoms, diagnosis, and treatment, 


GENTLEMEN:—I now proceed to treat of 


PUERPERAL INFLAMMATION WITHIN THE 
ABDOMEN, 


Inflammation within the abdomen, as it 
occurs in the puerperal state, may be divid- 
ed into three kinds: that which chiefly 
affects the ulerus and its appendages ; that 
which appears to be general over the perito- 
neum ; and that which is confined to a portion 
of this membrane. 

A distinction of still greater practical im- 
portance, is that between the acute and the 
insidious forms of puerperal inflammation 
of the abdomen. Sometimes the attack is 
distinetly characterised from the beginning ; 
at others, it is of the most insidious charac- 
ter, perhaps to be referred back to a date 
anterior to parturition, or even apparently 
issuing out of mere labour-pain. ese are 
points which require to be deeply impressed 
upon the mind of the young physician, in 
order that they may induce in him that 
degree of watchfulness, in regard to these 
— which they so imperatively de- 
mand, 

Inflammation within the abdomen, of what- 
ever kind it may be, is only to be ascer- 
= by the presence of pain, induced or 

No. 777. 


aggravated upon pressure. This is the pa- 
thognomonic symptom of the disease. All 
the other symptoms are only accessory; and 
they are ail, without exception, inconstant. 
In some insidious cases of abdominal! inflam- 
mation, the tenderness even is only dis- 
covered by a careful examination, And 
there is sometimes pain under pressure, 
when there is no inflammation. These re- 
marks will, I trust, lead to the most careful 
examination of the abdomen, and of the 
symptoms in general, in every case of puer- 
peral disease. 

The acute attack of puerperal inflamma- 
tion within the abdomen, is frequently 
marked by rigor. This is frequently, in the 
worst cases, only slight. I cannot suffi- 
ciently enforce this fact upon the attention 
of my auditors. Some have imagined that 
there could be no puerperal inflammation of 
the abdomen without severe rigor; and 
they have generally supposed, that severe 
rigor necessarily supposes an attack of in- 
flammation. I can most unequivocally at- 
test that both these opinions are erroneous, 
and contradicted by facts. 

I would make precisely the same obser- 
vations in regard to great heat of surface, 
or fever. I have known many instances of 
acute puerperal inflammation within the ab- 
domen, unattended by heat of skia, and 
many cases resembling inflammation, but 
not in reality inflammatory, in which the 
heat of surface was extreme. 

Frequency of the pulse is not a less un- 
certain indication of inflammation. I am 
enabled to say, from careful observation, 
that the pulse is but little accelerated in 
many cases of puerperal inflammation withia 
the abdomen, whilst it is excessively and 
even alarmingly frequent in some cases in 
which inflammation does not exist 

In regard to pain and affection of the 
head, they are by no means essential atten- 
dants upon puerperal inflammation of the 
abdomen, in its first stages ; but, on the con- 
trary, appear to me to denote another and 
different kind of morbid affection, to be de- 
scribed hereafter, which may exist alone, or 
as a complication of inflammation. 

Pare puerperal inflammation of the peri- 





toneum is to be ascertained by an attentive 
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examination of the abdomen. There is either | cumstance which gives great peculiarity to 
pain increased upon pressure, or tenderness | the appearance of the breathing. Sometimes 
discovered upon pressure ; and this is either | there is considerable heaving of the chest, 


general over the abdomen, or confined to the 
hypogastric region; or, lastly, in cases of 
partial peritonitis, to some other part of the 
abdomen. With the pain or tenderness 
there is frequently either general tumidity 
of the abdomen, or a local hardness ; in the 
latter case it is frequently such as to denote 
an enlarged and inflamed condition of the 
uterus; but it occasionally arises from an 
affection of the ovarium, or from partial in- 
flammation and suppuratioa of the perito- 
neum. 

There are sometimes, and only sometimes, 
sickness and vomiting; there are also, in 
some instances, a suppression of the Jochial 
discharge, and a flaccid state of the mam- 
mex. But Ido not think the precise cases, 
in which these effects do or do not occur, 
have been distinctly ascertained by the ob- 
servation of a sufficient number of facts. 

In pure puerperal inflammation of the 
abdomen, there is not necessarily much 
rigor, heat of skin, load of the tongue, affec- 
tion of the head, or great frequency of the 
pulse; there is, on the contrary, in many 
instances, only a slight degree, or even an 
entire absence of rigor, littie or no heat of 
surface, or whiteness of the tongue, little 
frequency of the pulse, and no affection of 
the head ; but the countenance, manner, and 
respiration, usually become highly charac- 
teristic. 

I long ago observed, that inflammation 
within the abdomen was attended and de- 
noted by a peculiar expression of the coun- 
tenance ; and I find the remark confirmed 
and stated in still more emphatic language 
by the celebrated and lamented M. Laen- 
nec. Puerperal inflammation within the 
abdomen is marked by an expression of ex- 
treme pain and anxiety in the countenance; 
the brow is contracted, and the upper lip is 
drawn upwards in a peculiar and charac- 
teristic manner, and bound round the teeth, 
or rather gums. These appearances are in- 
creased on pressing upon the abdomen, or 
they are observed at that moment, if they 
had not been manifest before. The counte- 
nance is generally pale, and rather sunk, 
but with partial heats. 

The manner of the patient is much chang- 
ed, and has become expressive of suffering 
and anxiety. The movements of the body 
are attended by pain, and are, therefore, 
suppressed ; or if performed at all, it is with 
an expression of suffering in the countenance 
and of caution in the manner; and there is 
an appearance as if the body had become 
heavy and helpless. 

The respiration becomes rather hurried 
and anxious, and it is performed principally 
by movements of the thorax, those of the 
diaphragm and abdomen being more or less, 


with some hurry, some noise from the in- 
gress and egress of the air, and sometimes 
with a sort of blowing; this state of the 
respiration is attended by the utmost dan- 


ger, being frequently one of the first symp- 
toms of the sinking state, of which I shall 
have to speak immediately, and to which 
I wish earnestly to call the attention of my 
auditors. 

The general surface is generally a little 
increased in its temperature, and there is 
frequently perspiration. The pulse is at 
first only moderately frequent, but gradually 
becomes more so, and it is often smali and 
apparently feeble. 

I have already alluded to the occasional 
occurrence of sickness and vomiting. The 
abdomen is frequently tense and tumid, as 
well as tender under pressure: this is an 
affection to be anxiously watched ; it some- 
times increases to a state of complete tym- 
panitis. The state of the bowels is very 
various; there is by no means always con- 
stipation; sometimes there is diarrhoea, 
with or without the discharge of mucous 
stools. 

Instead of general tumidity of the abdo- 
men, there is frequently a distinct tamour 
with tenderness in the region of the uterus, 
in the iliac region, or in some other region 
of the abdomen, leading to the snspicion of 
an especial affection of the uterus or ova- 
rium, or of a partial inflammation and sup- 
puration of the peritoneum. 

I propose to ascertain, hereafter, the state 
of the lochia, and of the mamme, in cases 
of pure and unequivocal inflammation in the 
abdomen in the puerperal state. I do not 
think these points have been determined in 
an explicit manner, because I believe that 
several other affectians, of a different natare, 
have been confounded with inflammation, 
and that the symptoms and effects of these 
different diseases have been blended and 
confounded together, both in practice and 
in medical writings upon the subject. 

I have thus described the most usual 
form of puerperal inflammation of the abdo- 
men in its commencement. I do not think 
it either possible or profitable to divide the 
disease into distinct stages. But it is quite 
incumbent upon the practitioner to trace the 
usual changes which are observed in this 
disease. These are—first, a gradual amend- 
ment; secondly, a gradual exasperation of 
the disease ; and, thirdly, the supervention 
of the state of “ sinking.” 

Little can or need be said upon the two 
first of these changes. Every appearance 
of a return to a healthy state of the func- 
tions and general appearances of the patieot 
will raise our hopes ; but there are no points 
of so much importance to be watched as the 
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the manner and the state of the abdomen.| This state of sinking is usually rather 
No apparent amendment is to beat allde- abrupt in its manifestation. The patient 
pended apon, unless it has continued and | may be left, not without hope, the pre- 
been progressive for four-and-twenty hours ;| ceding night, but on being visited on the 
this is a caution of great importance to the | ensuing morning is found to have passed 
young physician, in guiding him in his ex-| into a state of hopeless sinking. The pain 
pressions in regard to the prognosis. And has ceased, but the tumidity of the abdomen 
even in the most favourable cases, the fur-| is augmented ; the brain is in a state of low 
ther progress towards recovery is to be | stupor, the breathing is attended by heaving 
watched with the utmost care and pre- | and blowing, the skin of the arms and hands 
caution. | is cold, clammy, and livid—the livid colour 

In the less favourable cases, the counte-| only partially disappearing on pressure ; 
vance becomes more and more altered, the the pulse is thready and excessively fre- 
pulse more and more frequent, the abdomen | quent, the countenance is altered and sunk, 
more teuder and tumid ; the manner and | the patieat may be roused, but is then, per- 
muscular powers of the patient appear over- haps, unconscious of pain, and expresses 
whelmed ; the respiration becomes more herself as being relieved ; the hands are 
heaving, and, as I have usually termed it, | kept out of bed; sometimes there is cough, 











“ blowing,” being somewhat audible, a coa- 
dition of the breathing always attended by 
the utmost danger. At this period, too, 
there is often some degree of delirium, 
alternating perhaps with slight dozing, and 
there are, generally, restlessness and jactita- 
tion, and the patient cannot bear the arms 
to be covered, 

At this period, too, the tongue is fre- 
quently loaded and more foul, and some- 
times dry ; the bowels are variable, fre- 
quently flataleat and loose. The mamma 
are flaccid, the lochia suppressed ; the skin 
is clammy and wet, if not cold, the hands 
and wrists are often livid, and the feet 
cold, 

This description of symptoms applies to 
the case of general inflammation of the 
peritoneum. The more partial cases of 
peritonitis continue Jonger, and affect the 
constitution less, and less rapidly. In some 
instances the integuments over the seat of 
inflammation have become tumid, and in- 
flamed, and an issue has at length been ef- 
fected for the subjacent pus, the abscess 
has afterwards collapsed and healed, and 
the patient has slowly but finally recovered. 
This opening frequently takes place about 
half way between the umbilicus and spinous 
process of the ilium. In other instances, 
the matter has been evacuated by the recium 
and in some rare examples, by the bladder, 
In other cases the abscess has not been 
evacuated during life ; but the patient has 
gradually emaciated, and the health and 
strength have failed ; there have been great 
frequency of the pulse and hectic, and the 
disease has at length, though perhaps very 
slowly, proved fatal. It has, however, oc- 
casioually happened that the effused fluid 
has been re-absorbed and the fatal event 
averted. 

But the acute form of puerperal peritonitis 
sometimes issues in a state of sudden sinking 
of the vital powers. The change and symp- 
toms are such as have frequently led to the 
suspicion of gangrene having taken place. 
Bot no such appearance is observed on ex- 
amination after death, 


| and the feet are livid and cold. 

| The morbid appearances usually induced 
| in cases of inflammation of the uterus and 
‘of the peritoneum are well known. 

Ip inflammation of the uterus, there are, 
| in different instances, exudations of serum, 
|of coagulable lymph, and of pus from its 
| surface ; its substance is sometimes enlarged, 
| softened, infiltrated with pus, or the seat of 
, distinct abscesses ; and its internal surface 
|is frequently morbidly red, and the source 
| of various discharges. The appendages of 
| the uterus are frequently the seat of similar 
| morbid appearances. ‘ 
| The peritoneum, when inflamed, pours 
out serum, coagulable lymph, or pus ; and 
|its different surfaces are apt to be variously 
glued together. Frequently the intestinal 
j canal is found distended to the utmost, as 
| before death, by foetid gases. 

In some instances pus is efused and de- 
posited in various parts of the peritoneum 
being confined by the adhesion of con- 
| tiguous portions of this membrane. 

There is no part of the peritoneum, and no 
viscus in the abdomen, which may not be- 
come the seat of puerperal inflammation, 
and of the consequent changes of structure. 
The parts most frequently affected by puer- 
peral inflammation, however, are the organs 
| contained within the pelvis,—the uterus, its 
| appendages, the rectum, the bladder, and 
| the peritoneal lining of the pelvis ; and then 
| the peritoneum in general. In an interest- 
ing case, published by Dr. Ley, the spleen 
was found to be a principal seat of dis- 
ease. 

I have been brief in my account of the 
morbid appearances in puerperal inflamma- 
tion within the abdomen, because I had 
nothing novel to offer upon this point. I 
have long wished and still hope te possess 
more ample opportunity of comparing the 
symptoms with the morbid anatomy, in this 
interesting class of disease. : 

I now proceed to state the treatment of 
puerperal inflammation. 

And I would observe, in the first place, 
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2023 





564 


patient, but the most ample bloodletting, 
and, in the second place, that nothing 
should prequde the use of this remedy but 
the actual existence of the state of sinking. 
Tn regard to the measure, and the repetition 
of the bloodletting, many points must be 
taken into consideration. The earlier, and 
the more fully, this remedy is employed, 
the more efficacious and the safer it is, and 
the safer is its full repetition. 

There is one point which I must em- 
phatically repeat, itis, that the bloodletting, 
should, in this disease, ever be performed, 
the patient being in the erect position ; and 
it may then, in general, be safely carried to 
deliquium. I do not recommend this mode 
of proceeding with the view of producing 
deliquium merely ; but also, that this deli- 
quium may serve us asa guide, in judging 
of the extent to which we may carry the 
depletion. If the patient be sitting upright, 
and faint by the loss of blood, we have a 
security and remedy against any danger 
from this event in laying the patient low. 
But if deliquium be induced by bleeding 
the patient in the recumbent position, I 
cannot say that I think it will always be 
without danger. I think the plan which I 
have proposed at once far more safe, as well 
as far more efficacious in subduing this dis- 
ease. If it were requisite, the patient’s 
head might be laid even lower than the rest 
of her body. 

The same rule may apply for the repeti- 
tion of the bloodletting. If the fullest 
effect is desired which the patient can safely 
bear, let her be bled to syncope in the erect 
posture. She will faint from losing a larger 
or a smaller, quantity of blood, precisely in 
the inverse proportion of the previous ex- 
haustion ; the state of syncope will not only 
warn us to desist from drawing more blood, 
but will arrest the flow of blood itself, just 
at the point when the patient can bear to 
lose no more. 


This is a most important criterion for the 
employment of a most powerful remedy. 1 
do not by any means wish it to be under- 
stood, that it is always safe to bleed to deli- 
quium in the erect posture; but that, when 
it is determined to bleed, it is important to 
have the boundary, which it would be un. 
safe to pass, at least clearly defined. Some- 
times the patient will faint on being merely 
placed upright; is it then, ever, and in 
what particular cases, safe to bleed? 


The next question is in regard to topical 
bloodletting. And I think there is one im- 
portant rule for the adoption of this remedy. 
It may, of course, be enjoined to be done 
immediately after general bloodletting. But 
itis particularly useful in those cases, in 
which the system is obviously sabdued by 
the general bloodletting, and yet the in- 
flamed part’remains tender under pressure, 
In such cases, leeches, or still better, cup- 
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ping, if it be properly and tenderly per- 
formed, will prove a most useful remedy. 

It is quite unnecessary <o state the utility, 
or rather the necessity, for the administra- 
tion of purgative medicines in this disease. 
There is good reason to suppose that some 
cases have been subdued even by this reme- 
dy alone. And the efficacy of purging in 
conjunction with bloodletting is quite un- 
doubted. A constant catharsis should be 
kept up, indeed, until the disease is com- 
pletely subdued. 

In cases in which there is great tympanitic 
distension of the abdomen, an injection of 
warm water sometimes succeeds in inducing 
evacuations of flatus, which greatly relieve. 
I have sometimes thought that still more 
effectual relief, of the same kind, might be 
vubtained, by the introduction of a flexible 
tube, properly pierced, high into the large 
intestine. 

Much and important relief may also be 
afforded in some cases, in which suppura- 
tion has taken place, by giving exit to the 
pus, when it plainly fluctuates and ap- 
proaches the surface, 

Blisters also are of great service in those 
cases of this disease, which are not attend- 
ed by much heat or irritability. But in 
other cases they have appeared to me to 
add to the patient’s sufferings, to prevent 
sleep, and to do harm by leading to a state 
of exhaustion. 

There are still three other powerful reme- 
dies, of which I wish to make a cursory 
mention in this place. 

The first is the plan of emetics, which is 
well known to have been so successful in 
the hands of M. Doulcet of Paris. 

The second is the spiritus terebinthine, 
recommended by Dr. Brenan, of Dublia. 

And the third is the attempt to induce a 
state of ptyalism, by mercurial medicines 
and isunctions. 

Of emetics, but especially of the spiritus 
terebinthing, I would observe that, like 
purgative medicines, they have doubtless 
been used successfully in many cases; but 
I much suspect that many of these cases 
were not inflammation, but intestinal irrita- 
tion. 

As it is not my object, in this course, to 
give a systematic account of what has been 
written by others, but only the result of my 
own observations, I here beg to refer you 
to the different publications upon puerperal 
diseases, in regard to the two first of these 
subjects. Of ptyalism, I would merely 
observe, that it deserves a trial ; it is one 
of those measures which are most powerful, 
and yet, generally, unattended with risk, 
and it would by no means preclude the 
adoption of every other more prompt and 
efficient mode of treatment. If adopted 
early, it might prevent some of those pro- 
tracted states of the disease, which occa- 
sionally occur and wear out the patient. 
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I need scarcely observe, that during the 
existence of inflammation the patient should 
be allowed absolutely nothing but tea or 
gruel in the smallest quantities. 

In some cases in which the pa.. ‘s not 
severe, but the tension of the abd great, 
continued but extremely light frictions of 
the abdomen have done great good. They 
may be followed by the application of a 
cold lotion, and by fomentation of the feet. 

In cases of pure inflammation, I do not 
think the use of opium desirable. The pain 
must be subdued by bloodletting; and every- 
thing that, by masking the pain, can divert 
our minds from the use of this remedy, in- 
volves danger tothe patient. And there are 
seldom those symptoms of constitutional ir- 
ritation which require the use of opium, 
until the inflammation has subsided. In 
mixed cases, I think the use of opium, 
especially after bloodletting, may be both 
necessary to subdue constitutional irritation, 
and beneficial in the cure of the disease. 

But there is another case particularly 
frequent in the puerperal state, it is that of 





THE EFFECTS OF STOMACHAL AND INTESTINAL 
IRRITATION. 


Some of the effects of intestinal irritation 
may be observed before parturition. But it 
is far more usual to find them developed 
afterwards. They generally take place ra- 
ther suddenly about forty or fifty hours 
after delivery; but the puerperal state ap- 
pears so to dispose to this affection, that 
the presence of any cause of stomachal or 
intestinal irritation, cannot always be borne 
with impunity for many days even after de- 
livery. 

This affection may, for the facility of de- 
scription, be divided into the acute and the 
insidious: each of these forms manifests it- 
self with general symptoms only, or with 
some predominant local affection. 

The acute form of intestinal irritation is 
geverally ushered in by a violent rigor. 
This is an important fact ; for rigor has been 
considered as denoting puerperal inflamma- 
tion, and essential to the latter disease. 
Neither of these suppositions is true: for 
puerperal fever may occur, in a severe and 
fatal form, without rigor ; and the severest 
rigor may only portend an attack of the 
effects of intestinal irritation; and in gene- 
ral the latter disease is attended even with 
a severer rigor than the former. 

In the attack of intestinal irritation, there 
is usually, after the rigor, great heat of 
the surface. I have already observed, that 
this is by no means an essential part of 
puerperal inflammation ; indeed, I do not 
think that it properly belongs to the latter 
disease, but that, when it does occur with 
inflammation, it denotes a mixed case, aud 
the co-existence of intestinal irritation. 

In the attack of the effects of intestinal 
irritation, there is usually earlier and even 
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greater frequency of the pulse, than in cases 
of puerperal inflammation; the pulse is 
also usually fuller than in the latter discase. 

fntestinal irritation induces symptoms 
which are similar to those of the most 
acute phrenitis, or to those of the most 
acute peritonitis. This is a remark of the ut- 
most practical importance ; for the remedies 
in these different cases are totally different; 
and I should say, that in the former, the 
freest bloodletting must be aided by purga- 
tive medicines, whilst, in the latter, the 
freest and fullest evacuation of the intes- 
tines must be aided by bloodletting. A 
mistake, in either case, would, in my opi- 
nion, endaager the life of the patient; and 
it isa foolish and idle remark to say, that 
it is better to mistake irritation for inflam- 
mation, than inflammation for irritation. 
It is of the utmost importance to attend to 
the distinctions which I have made between 
inflammation and intestinal irritation, in re- 
gard to the treatment; for, although both 
bloodletting and purging are to be used in 
every case, yet the former is the remedy in 
inflammation, and the latter in intestinal 
irritation. If the cure of inflammation be 
trusted, even chiefly, to purgative medicines, 
I think it will frequently proceed to the 
destruction of the patient; and if bloodlet- 
ting should be chiefly employed, in like 
manner in intestinal irritation, I believe it 
would leave the disease uvsubdued, and 
eventually plunge the patient into a state of 
irremediable exhaustion. 

The affection of the head and of the ab- 
domen frequently co-exist, or alternate, in 
the same case ; but sometimes one of them 
exists to the exclusion of the other, or su- 
pervenes upon the cessation of the other; 
and in the latter case the affection of the 
head usually succeeds that of the abdomen, 

The diagnosis is much confirmed by this 
conjunction of the affections. 

In the affection of the head from intesti- 
nal irritation, there is frequently the se- 
verest pain, and the utmost intolerance of 
noise, light, and disturbance of every kind. 
It is in these cases, principally, that the 
pavement is covered with straw, the knocker 
tied, the patient’s room kept dark and still, 
so that these very external circumstances 
speak a significant language to the physi- 
cian. To the symptoms which have been 
enumerated, are frequently added wakeful- 
ness and even delirium. 

When the abdomen is affected from intes- 
tinal irritation, there is general pain, ten- 
derness upon pressure, and frequently tu- 
midity, combined with the general symptoms 
which I have already enumerated. 

Much is effected and learnt in this case 
by the exhibition of large injections of 
warm water, and of active purgative medi- 
cines, a careful examination of the evacu- 
ations, and a studious observation of the 
effects produced upon the disease. The 








faeces will be found to be scybalous, or at 
least, offensive and dark-coloured, aud in 
large quantity. And the relief obtained, or 
the return of pain, will be found to depend 
upon the evacuated, or neglected, state of 
the bowels, 

Another point of great importance is an 


attentive inquiry into the diet of the patient; | 


this inquiry frequently revea!s the mystery 
of an attack, and, of course, immediately 
leads to the adoption of an important re- 
medy. 

In regard to the course of cases of intes- 
tinal irritation, I imagine that, under jadi- 
cious treatment, this would always be one 
of progressive recovery. When a contrary 
event occurs, I think it is to be attri- 
buted to the misuse of remedies,—and espe- 
cially of bloodletting. In this manner some 
of the symptoms are superinduced,— and 
sometimes a sudden dissolution bas over- 
whelmed the practitioner with consterna- 
tion, 

I have already noticed that one of the 
characteristics of intestinal irritation, is the 
susceptibility to syncope upon bloodletting. 
This is, of course, much more remarkable 
upon a second or third bloodletting, than 
upon a first nse of the lancet. I have now 
to add, that no dependence can be placed 
upon the appearance of the blood drawn. 
This may be much buffed and cupped, in 
the puerperal state, without the existence 
of inflammation, and in cases of the must 
decided inflammation these appearances o? 
the blood may be but little observed. 

I have scarcely had an opportunity of ex- 
amining the state of the internal organs 
after death ; for in general the patients af- 
fected by intestinal irritation have reco- 
vered. But I have no doubt that such an 
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fecting the head, the latter both the head 
and the abdomen, either together or sepa- 
rately. 

In the treatment of the effects of intes- 
tinal irritation, I would by no means ex- 


clade the use of the lancet. Bloodletting 
may be useful in such a case, for the same 
reesoua that it is useful in simple fever. 
But I would repeat, that this remedy is 
only subsidiary to the full and free evacua- 
tion of the bowels, and, if necessary, of the 
stomach. If it were trusted to alone, or 
with only a moderate attention to the state 
of the alimeotary canal, or if it were used 
in the manner which is required to be effi- 
cient in puerperal inflammation, I am per- 
suaded that the patient would die of ex- 
hanstion, before the symptoms would yield. 

The remedies of intestinal irritation and 
its effects, I would enumerate and arrange 
in the following order: first, the full eva- 
cuation of the intestinal canal; secondly, 
bloodletting ; thirdly, some kindly ano- 
dyne ; fourthly, leeches, cupping, a lotion, 
a liniment, or a blister, according to the 
circumstances of the case, for the topical 
affection; fifthly, the mildest, nutritious 
food ; sixthly, the most absolute quiet, and 
the most perfect security from light, noise, 
disturbance, and every other source of exci- 
tation; seventhly, every soothing plan; 
eighthly, great coolness, and free ventilation 
of the sick-room; and, lastly, a constant 
watching over the patient during sleep, to 
avoid the injurious effects of turbulent 
dreams on one hand, and of too long sleep 
and fasting on the other, Upon each of 
these points I proceed to make such ob- 
servations as I have learnt, from practice, 
to be of importance, 

In regard to the state of the alimentary 


examination would illustrate the following | canal, it is quite obvious that an emetic is 
important remark of the late Dr. Denman :— | the proper remedy when the symptoms can 
“ We have been told, that in the dissection | be attributed to any indigestible substance 


of some who are said to have died of puer-| 


taken. And I would recommend this re- 


peral fever, no appearances of inflammation | medy, even although it might appear, from 


have been discovered ; but [ should suspect 
that, in such cases, some important appear- 
ances have been overlooked, or that errors 
had been committed as to the nature of the 
disease, and probably in its treatment.” 

A due consideration of the effects of in- 
testinal irritation will also serve to eluci- 
date other cases of morbid affection, in 
which the appearances of inflammation were 
looked for on dissection, but were not 


found. This observation applies particu- | jection. 
}evacuations should be immediately care- 


larly to affections of the head, heart, and 
abdomen. 





the lapse of time, unlikely that the injuri- 
ous substance should remain in the stomach, 

When the case originates from intestinal 
irritation, I would earnestly recommend 
that the first remedy should be an enema, 
consisting of three or four pints of warm 
water, very slowly and gently forced into 
the bowels. This should be followed by an 
active purge. And this should, in due 
time, be followed by a repetition of the in- 
I need scarcely observe, that the 


fully examined, and the effects upon the 


In several cases of this morbid affection, | symptoms of the disease be watched. 


which I had the opportunity of examining | 


many years ago, no morbid appearances 
were found on the most careful inspection. 


I have already sufficiently alluded to the | patient should, 
They are, for the; strength is not particularly impaired, be 


causes of this affection. 
most part, obvious sources of gastric or of 
intestinal irritation; the former chiefly af- 


To abate the general heat and excitement 
of the system, to relieve the head or the ab- 
domen, and to ensure perfect safety, the 
in cases in which the 


raised into the erect posture, and be blooded 
until faintishness be induced, This effect 
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also should be carefully watched and ob- 

served. If it oceur from the loss of a small LECTURES 

quantity of blood, it confirms the diagnosis ; ON 

if it do not occur until much blood have | MATERIA MEDICA AND 


flowed, it should suggest the suspicion of 


wore than mere intestinal irritation,—of one THERAPEUTICS; 
of those mixed cases which so frequently | NOW IN COURSE OF DELIVERY 
occur. ; : F 4 | AT THE 

I do not imagine that this decided use of | win DMILL-STREET SCHOOL OF MEDICINE 


the lancet can ever be attended with danger, | 
if there have been no previous loss of blood, | 
or other cause of exhaustion. But it could | 
not be repeated witb impunity. It would | 
lead to exhaustion with the symptoms of 
reaction, to the state of sinking, or even to| Castok Ow.—Botanical description of the 
sudden dissolution. And if the case be| ‘ricinus communis; mode of obtaining the 
really one of intestinal irritation, and the, i; violent purgative effects of the seeds ; 
other remedies have been duly applied,| physical properties of castor oil ; adultera- 
such repetition of bloodletting will not be, tions; mode of administering ; medicinal 
required, effects of castor oil, The physic nut, Cro- 

It is an observation of great importance, TON Ticuiom.— Description of the tree ; 
that, in inflammation, repeated bloodletting | preparation of the seeds; Dr. Nimmo’s for- 
is required, and is borne with safety ; ir mula; mode of detecting adulterations of 
intestinal irritation, on the contrary, the re- croton oi(; action of this latter purgative ; 
petition of bloodletting is neither necessary | diseases in which it is employed; external 
nor safe. | use of croton oil, 

This free evacuation of the bowels, and 
detraction of blood, are very apt to be fol- | RICINCS COMMUNIS, COMMON PALMA CHRISTI, 
lowed by symptoms of hurry and alarm in| OR CASTOR OIL PLANT. 
the system. These efiects are frequently Grnriemen :—The plant, from whose seeds 
prevented by the timely administration of | is expressed the oil familiarly known to us 
an eflicient and kindly anodyne ; and I be-| under the name of castor oil, grows spon- 
lieve no anodyne is possessed of these quali- | taneously in almost every part of the East 
ties in a higher degree than the liquor opii | and West Indies, South America, and China. 
sedativus of Battley. Of this excelient/ It is placed by the botanists amongst the 
medicine a full dose may be given, and, if | euphorbiaceew, or euphorbium tribe, which 
necessary, repeated in five or six hours. |coutain a number of families whose seeds 

If this plan do not perfectly relieve the | are marked by a very strovg acrimonious 
topical affection, some local remedy must} quality, and which yield an oil that acts 
be applied. In cases of cerebral affection, | with considerable power upon the ivtestinal 
leeches may be applied to the temples, or | canal, inducing its muscles into action until 
cupping, or a blister, to the nape of the | they excrete its contents, and also promote 
neck, a cold lotion over the whole of the to some extent a further increase of excre- 
head, and fomentation to the feet. Leeches,| mentitious matter. Amongst these the cro- 
a fomentation, a liniment,or a blister, nay be | ton tiglium and the jatropha curcas have 
applied, if there be affection of the abdomen. | Jately been the subject of more particular 

Before the patient falis asleep, 1 would | inquiry. The ricinus communis was first 
recommend some mild food to be taken, as described to us by Dr. Canvane, of Bath. 
gruel, or panada. This plan prevents ex-! He observes, “That it grows as tall as a 
haustion, and frequently relieves the local | little tree, very beautiful, and expanded into 
symptoms, im securing a more refreshing | many branches ; the leaves are large, rather 
kind of sleep. | round, parted into five, eight, or more sec- 

For the same reason the utmost quiet) tions, and sometimes into nine sharp-pointed 
must be preserved in the patient's room.|or serrated divisions, fashioned like the 
Every species of disturbance greatly agi- | Jeaves of a fig tree, but rather larger, spread 
tates the patient, and prevents the good or wide open like the hand of a man, and 
effects of the remedies which have been has, towards the top, a bunch of flowers 
employed. clustering together something like a bunch 
of grapes. These flowers are small, and 
| staminous, growing on the topsof the stalks, 

A Danpy Docrorn.—A boy having fallen | but on the body of the plant grow bunches 
down on the Boulevard du Temple at Paris, of rough triangular husks, each containing 
with apoplexy, the physician who was sent | three speckled seeds, less than horse-beans, 
for excused himself by saying he was en | though sometimes as Jarge, which, in their 
dishabille, and had not yet taken his de-| brittle shells, contain white kernels of a 
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jeuner a la fourchette; the patient expired sweet, oily, and sometimes nauseous taste.” 


for want of a lancet. | Although this description would not be 
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admitted as botanically correct in the pre- 
seut day, still it has been received as a very 
fair account, as far as the natural history of 
the time in which it was written would 
allow. The flowers, however, are disposed 
in long spikes, which spring from the divi- 
sion of the branches; the males are placed 
on the lower part of the spike, and the 
females on the upper part, for the plant is 
monoecious. 

The capsule, which is covered with 
spines, bursts elastically, and throws the 
seeds to a very considerable distance, so 
that the young plant that grows sponta- 
neously does not at all interfere with the 
parent plant. Mr. Humphrey Gibbs ex- 
hibited, at a meeting of the Medico-Bota- 
nical Society, a branch of a self-planted tree, 
which had grown up in his garden at Bromp- 
ton, the offspring of another which had at- 
tained a very considerable size. I found 
that the capsule burst, throwing its seeds 
over the apartment, on exposure to light 
and heat. Upon expression the seeds yield- 
ed an oil not at all inferior to that which is 
imported into this country. 


Upon the etymology of this plant our old 
herbalist, Gerarde, turns theologian, and 
tells us that ricinus was the kik of the Tai- 
mudists, and was the plant mentioned in the 
fourth chapter of Jonah, as the gourd which 
was “ made to come up over Jonah, that it 
might be a shadow over his head to deliver 
him from his grief.” He then enters upon 
the consideration of this kik being nothing 
else but the Greek name xixi, and says the 
older writers knew it by the name of cucur- 
bita, which is evidently demonstrated by a 
history mentioned by St. Austin to St. Je- 
rome, in these words :—“ The name kikai- 
jon is of small moment, yet so small a matter 
lately caused a great tumult in Africa, for 
a certain bishop having to treat of what is 
mentioned in the fourth chapter of Jonah’s 
Prophecy, ina sermon he made in the cathe- 
dral church, said that this plant was called 
cucurbita, a gourd, because it increased so 
hugely in so short a time; or, said he, it is 
called hedera. Upon the novelty and un- 
truth of this doctrine, the people were 
greatly offended, and there suddenly arose 
a tumult and hurly-burley, insomuch that 
the bishop was obliged to go to the Jews 
to ask their judgment concerning the name 
of this plant, and when he had received of 
them the true name, which was xcicaocg, he 
made an open recantation, and confessed 
his error, and was justly accused as a fal- 
sifier of the holy Scripture.” 


Dioscorides has a short chapter (ep: 
xexewc) Which there is very little reason to 
doubt refers to the castor oil. He speaks 
of it as a useful but a troublesome and un- 
pleasant purgative, and of the leaves as re- 
ducing inflammations of the eyes and tu- 
mours. 








The oil may be obtained from the seeds 
both by boiling and by expression. The 
latter method seems now to be generally 
preferred; but the West Indians are still 
partial to the former plan, by which they 
find a much larger quantity is obtained: 
The usual means followed to carry this into 
effect are to gather the seeds when the cap- 
sules are beginning to turn brown, and 
when two or three of them have burst, and 
thus evinced that they are ripe, to strip 
them of their husks, pound them ina marble 
mortar, and tie them up in a linen cloth; 
this parcel is then placed in a proper uten- 
sil, with seven or eight times as much water; 
the whole is made to boil. During the 
ebullition the oil is separated, and floats on 
the surface of the water; this is carefully 
skimmed off, and the boiling is continued as 
long as any oil appears. Occasionally a 
great deal more oil is obtained by this pro- 
cess from the seeds, which have undergone 
the operation of pressing, which clearly 
proves that the heat is of service in fully 
extracting the oil; but it has heen supposed 
that some alteration in the quality is thus 
produced, and that it is more liable to be- 
come rancid. The expression of the oil is 
managed by pounding the seeds in a marble 
mortar, or grinding them ina mill, and then 
tying up the mass in a strong canvas bag, 
submitting it to pressure in a press between 
iron plates, and the oil streams out into a 
proper receiving vessel; it is sometimes 
afterwards passed through flannel, by which 
it is divested of impurities. The oil should 
have avery slight odour, which has, accord- 
ing to some persons, in many constitutions, 
the power of acting upon the bowels. It is 
said of this, and likewise of the oil of the 
croton tiglium, and of the oil of jatropha 
curcas, that the Indiaus of the Brazils mace- 
rate for a month, or for a longer period, the 
fruit of the orange or lemon tree in this oil, 
and in that of the colocynth mixed together. 
This they keep, and when they require a 
purgative medicine they rub it for some 
time between the palms of the hands, until 
heat is ental: they then apply the 
lemon to the nostrils, and the odour alone 
very quickly produces the desired effect. 
Dioscorides makes very particular allusion 
to the peculiarity of the odour. By proper 
management, good castor oil is divested of 
any acrimonious taste ; still, however, there 
is something so peculiarly nauseous about 
it, that many individuals cannot be brought 
to swallow it a second time; and as from 
its viscidity it hangs about the fauces for 
a considerable length of time, it is not un- 
usual to hear of persons who complain that 
they cannot get rid for hours of the uncom- 
fortable sensation it causes. Different opi- 
nions have been given as to the cause of its 
acridity. Geiger and Pfaff ascribe it to 
the rancidity, Charlard and Henry, who 
rely upon the experiments they have made, 











attrib 
parat 
the ey 
in his 
publi: 
us th 
sieu, | 
whicl 
that 
from | 
be fa 
there 
some 
verity 
ious, 
purge 
whils 
to its 
The 
phac 
when 
table: 
memb 
cases, 
able t 
action 
by thr 
quant 
feelin 
that v 
form]: 
of a | 
uncon 
that « 
subst 
that « 
the oi! 
capab 
Ber 
havin; 
the ca 
profu: 
tion u 
three | 
utmos 
sympt 
great 
very ¢ 
most ¢ 
tion si 
Thom; 
very f 
thirty- 
incon 
unless 
get ric 
from ¢ 
divest 
toad 
the da 
but or 
mornil 
toms, | 
diness 
down ; 

















attribute it to the heat employed in its pre- 
paration. Dierbach thinks it arises from 
the epidermis of the seed. Dr. Landsberg, 
in his “ Pharmacographia Euphorbiceana,” 
published at Berlin in 1831, has given 
us the views entertained by Adrian de Jus- 
sieu, with some other general observations 
which are well worthy attention, and from 
that which we have learnt from Wendt, 
from Simon Paul, and others, I think it may 
be fairly inferred, that in the perisperm 
there is avery acrid substance, which, upon 
some individuals, acts with the greatest se- 
verity, whilst upon others it proves innox- 
ious, One person has been most violently 
purged by merely masticating the seeds, 
whilst another has been perfectly insensible 
to its action. 

That this is the case with the seeds of jatro- 
pha curcas was fully shown on one occasion 
when a large quantity was placed on the 
table of the Medico-Botanical Society, many 
members eat them, and tried them in some 
cases, and nothing could be more remark- 
able than the various accounts given of their 
action; some were most severely purged 
by three or four, whilst others had taken that 
quantity, and others many more, without 
feeling their influence; the oil, however, 
that was expressed was declared to be uni- 
formly active, and to produce all the effect 
of a laxative without leaving behind any 
uncomfortable feeling. It is remarkable 
that oils expressed from very acrimonious 
substances are usually bland and mild, and 
that even from the pungent mustard seed 
the oil that is obtained is neither acrid nor 
capable of any violent action. 

Bergius quotes the instance of a man who, 
having merely masticated a single seed of 
the castor oil, suffered most severely from 
profuse vomiting, and the most violent ac- 
tion upon the bowels. Lanzoni found that 
three grains of the fresh seeds produced the 
utmost danger in a young woman, whose 
symptoms became so urgent as to excite 
great fears for her life; the vomiting was 
very constant; the tormina in the bowels 
most acute, and then syncope of some dura- 
tion supervened. On the other hand, Dr. 
Thompson states that the Hungarians are 
very fond of the seeds, and that they take 
thirty-six grains of them without the smallest 
inconvenience. Dogs so easily vomit that 
unless the oesophagus be tied they easily 
get rid of any offending matter. We learn 
from Orfila that three drachms of the seeds, 
divested of the external covering, were given 
to a dog and his oesophagus tied ; during 
the day nothing remarkable was perceptible, 
but on the following day, at eight in the 
morning, he exhibited some curious symp- 
toms, and was evidently suffering frpm gid- 
diness ; he could not walk without falling 
down ; he made no moaning; in the after- 
noon he became insensible, laid down, and 
at two o’clock died ; there had been no per- 
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ceptible alteration in the state of the pulsa- 
tion; his inspirations were few and deep. 
Upon examination of the intestinal canal 
some small ulcers were visible in the sto- 
mach, the centres of which were black, the 
rectum was very much inflamed, and the 
lungs, on dissection, were found containing 
some small quantity of venous blood. 

Castor oil has a citron colour, is transpa- 
rent, so much so that the minutest particle 
of foreign substances may be detected ; it is 
thick, viscid ; upon much exposure to air it 
becomes of a darker hue, and is very apt to 
become rancid, when its taste is much 
altered, it is nauseous, acrid, and hot; it 
is easily soluble in alcohol and mixes with 
it, and bee a test is given us of any adul- 
teration with fatty matter, for a turbid mass 
is quickly caused ; with sulphuric ether it 
likewise unites. Messrs. Bursy and Le- 
canu have tried various experiments, both 
by dry distillation and by soponfication, and 
have obtained three distinct acids from it. 
It is very often adulterated with olive oil, 
and it has occasionally been very well 
imitated ; and Hufeland has employed in 
his clinic an artificial castor oil which has 
very well answered the purpose, and, in- 
deed, has been preferred by some physi- 
cians ; it is made of an ounce of the oil 
extracted from the seeds of the white poppy, 
and from one to five drops of the croton oil, 
There has been lately introduced into the 
market an oil which appears to the eye very 
excellent, but which has lost its qualities ; 
it has become rancid, but has been corrected 
by magnesia, which takes off the rancidity, 
but leaves the oil inert. Salt is also said to 
have the same power. The general dose is 
from half an ounce to an ounce, and great 
ingenuity has been exerted to administer it 
in as agreeable a form as possible; it has 
been given floating on peppermint water, in 
cinnamon water, tincture of senna, in coffee, 
mixed with honey, or beat up with the yolk 
of an egg, but in every shape and guise it is 
still discoverable; its power is increased, 
and its nauseating effect prevented by the 
addition of five drops of the tincture of 
opium ; it is of great service in the form of 
enema, and likewise as an external applica- 
tion; it will frequently purge most effica- 
ciously where more powerful means have 
been used, if gently rubbed over the bowels, 
more particularly where a warm bath has 
previously somewhat relaxed the surface of 
the body, and in this way it is often of 
incalculable service to children, where the 
stomach is so irritable as to reject physic ; 
even sometimes the effluvia has had this 
effect upon weak and delicate children. 

It has lately, too, obtained a very high 
character as an injection into the bladder. 
as a most valuable palliative for stone. 
Morre has shown us that its utility is very 
great in some of the most painfui states of 
that disease, if the bladder be injected with 
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the oil when cold, and the case so managed 
that the bladder should always contair. two 
or three ounces. The diseases in which 
castor oil has been found advantageous are 
numerous, and the ill effects which have 
occasionally been kuown to follow upon it 
have rather arisen from want of judgment 
on the part of the prescriber than from any 
inherent bad quality. Ino the puerperal 
state women may much more securely take 
this purgative than any other, and Hulme 
first pointed out its benefit io puerperal 
fever; he very successfully administered, 
in very severe cases, at first an ounce, and 
then every three hours half an ounce, and 
he frequently observed that the very first 
dose was a source of great relief to the 
patient. Leake, too, in his work on child- 
bed fever, dwells upon its utility in sach 
cases combined with manna and beat up 
with the white of an egg and a small pro- 
portion of water. This remedy is admirably 
adapted for those severe affections of the 
intestinal canal which are accompanied by 
colie and obstinate constipation. In that 
remarkable state which is induced by lead, 
and which has been known under the name 
of the dry bellyach, the painter's volic, the 
saturnine colic, it is essentially serviceable 
and much more rapidly and certainly gives 
relief than any other remedy. A disease of 
this kind has long been known in the 
West Iodian Islands, and has been attributed 
to new rum, which with a great quantity of 
fresh and unripe lemon and lime juice is 
made into punch, and it is not uncommon for 
the poorer classes employed in the distille- 
ries, afier excessive labour, attended with 
copious perspiration, to drink this badly- 
concocted fluid, and hence to suffer very 
acutely; fortunately the observations of 
Mr. Fraser and Dr. Canvane very soon 
pointed out the castor oil as the proper 
remedy, and the practice of very speedily ad- 
ministering it after the attack is very general. 

In gout castor oi] has been very strongly 
recommended, and as it leaves behind very 
little of the bad effect which attends upon 
some of the more active purges, it may 
safely be employed. From a communication 
made by Mr. Pope to Tue Lancer, it would 
appear that the external application of this 
remedy has proved most successful in the 
cure of this disease in India. He states 
that an officer of high rank in the King’s 
service in the East Indies, where he had 
been a resident for forty years, had tried it 
with the greatest success, having cured two 
or three cases of the worst form of gout by 
it, after having found every other kind of 
treatment fail. The best method, he states, 


of employing it is by rubbing the castor oil 
at bedtime into the affected limb or limbs, 
and then immediately wrapping it or them 
up in warm flannels, when the remedy ap- 
pears to exert a specific influence over the 
disease, and act like a charm. 





JATROPHA CURCAS, 


We have lately had imported into this 
country from South America, and from the 
West Indies, some seeds of this plant, which 
has been called the angular-leaved physic- 
nut, and they have been found to possess 
very considerable purgative power, and to 
possess very nearly the same qualities as 
those which exist in the ricinus communis. 
All the plants of this family seem to be 
marked by some acrid power ; thus the juice 
of the root of the jatropha manihot, or. bit- 
ter cassada, has proved fatal, when eater 
by the negroes, who have mistaken it for the 
jatropha janipha, or sweet cassada ; balf a 
pint of the juice bas been known to killa 
negro in an hour after it was swallowed. 
The jatropha curcas is a plant rising seven 
or eight feet, with round, smooth branches, 
its flowers terminate in cymes, the males 
pale yellow, the females green ; the capsules 
are trilocular, and contain small seeds co- 
vered with a thick black epidermis. Gert- 
ner, in making some remarks upon them 
states that Boyle had ebserved that the 
seeds might be eaten with safety if the em- 
bryo be removed. Pelletier and Caventon 
obtaised from them a fixed oil, and a pecu- 
liar acid, of a volatile nature ; this oil, when 
separated by alcohol, is of a most deleteri- 
ous character,—four drops were suflicient to 
kill a blaekbird in less than four and twenty 
hours. The acid is still more energetie, for 
a very small quantity killed a crow instan- 
taneously. If the seeds of the jatropha 
curcas be reduced to powder, and applied 
toa denuded surface, a violent spreading 
inflammation of the subcutaneous tissue is 
the result. The oil that has been obtained 
from these seeds in the same manner as that 
which I have mentioned as followed for cas- 
tor oil, has been called oleum cicioum, and 
Monardes speaks of its great utility in 
dropsy, in colic, in inflammation of the in- 
testines, in gout, in worms, and recommends 
it as an external application by unction in 
contraction of the limbs, in inflammation of 
the bowels, and likewise dropped into the 
ear in deafness, and pains of the ear. He 
also recommends it in diseases of the skin. 
The very great difference in its mode of 
action renders it by no means a remedy on 
which any firm reliance can be placed, nor 
are we quite certain as to the tree that bears 
the most powerful of the seeds, for they 
have been ascribed to different species of 
this genus. 


CROTON TIGLIOUM, 


The euphorbiacew have also a most im- 
portant plant, a native of Java, of Ceylon, 
and of the Malabar Coast, which belongs 
to a family—the crotons—and of which theré 
may be nearly a handred species, but the 
only one that is purgative is the tilium, or 
tiglium and every part, according to Rum- 
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phius, is remarkably acrid, so much so that 
ifa very small quantity of the leaves be 
taken an inflammation of the lips, the fauces, 
the throat, is speedily produced, aud the 
irritation is conveyed throughout the whole 
of the intestinal canal, of which even the 
anus partakes. The root is somewhat milder. 
There is a drawing made by Mr. Colebrooke, 
in the Medico-Botanical Society, from which 
the engraving in Stephenson and Churchill’s 
“Botany” has been taken, and a very good 
represeatation is given of the trilocular cap- 
sule in which the seeds are contained, aud 
very nearly of the natural size. 

It appears that the croton tiglium is a 
small tree, very seldom rising more than 
twelve or fifteen feet in height; that it bas 
spreading branches, and is covered with a 
soft blackish bark ; that the leaves are alter- 
nate, ovate, acuminate, serrated, and smooth, 
having two glands seated at the base, aod 
supported on longish petioles, the flowers 
are in erect, simple racemes. In the male 
flowers the calyx is cylindrical and five- 
toothed, the corolla consists of five straw- 
coloured petals ; there are from ten to fifteen 
stamina. Jo the female flowers the calyx 
is many-cleft and reflected under the ger- 
men ; there is no corolla, but there are three 
bifid styles. The capsule is trilocular and 
smooth, and each cell contains one seed 
which is about the size of a hazel-nut, some- 
what concave on one side and convex on the 
other, of a brownish-yellow colour. The 
seeds abound in a highly acrid oil, which 
quickly conveys a very unpleasant sensa- 
tion to the palate, and remains for some 
considerable length of time about the fauces. 
Although these seeds have within a few 
years only attracted much attention in Eng- 
land, they have long known in India, and 
were from an early period employed in the 
care of dropsy ; two grains were considered 
a sufficient dose for a strong, and a single 
one for a weak individual, We learn that 
wicked wives were in the habit of getting 
rid of their troublesome husbands by giving 
them four grains. The seeds were likewise 
thrown into the water for the purpose of 
poisoning fish. The Indian doctors were in 
the habit of expressing the oil and admi- 
nistering a single drop in Canary wine as a 
purgative. Lewis, who could not believe 
the possibility of so small a quantity pro- 
ducing such an effect, very unceremoniously 
attacked Geoffroy on the mistake he had 
made of substituting a drachm for a drop; 
they were also in the habit of rubbing a 
small quantity upon the umbilicus to pro- 
duce a cathartic influence. Although Co- 
hausen, who had successfully expelled a 
tape-worm from a young girl by four grains 
of the powder, accompanied by most copi- 
ous dejections, and Vogel had recommended 
the croton, it appears to have gone quite out 
of fashion in medical practice; and Mur- 
ray, of Gottingen, after a brief notice of its 
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wers quaintly says,—“ Exulavit illud ex 

odierna praxi medica.” 

The attention of medical practitioners in 
Europe was, however, again directed to the 
subject, and in the first volume of the “‘ Trans- 
actions ef the Medical and Physical Society 
of Calcutta,” appeared an article on the his- 
tory of the croton tiglium, aud its employ- 
ment in native medicine, by H. Wilson, Esq., 
in which he has collected together a useful 
digest of the history of the croton tiglium, 
both ancient and modern; while in this 
country Dr. Nimmo and Mr. Iliff had eluci- 
dated the subject in a medical and chemical 
investigation. Like every remedy, as long 
as it was apparently new it was tried, and 
pronounced invaluable, and, as is the fate 
with many others, it has now fallen again 
into oblivion, but not into disuse, for all 
those who have been in the habit of judici- 
ously employing it, are satisfied with it as 
an agent of very considerable power, and of 
first-rate importance. Mr. [iff has showa 
that Serapion mentions the croton tiglium 
in his “ Treatise de Simplicibus,” and that 
it must therefore have been known eight or 
nine centuries ago tothe Arabian physicians, 
and yet it has again to be introduced to our 
notice, and probably again to be forgotten, 
and yet once more to be revived, such seems 
the endless retina to old discoveries after 
the fashion of every age. To the paper of 
Mr. Wilson fora full proof that the intro- 
duction of the croton oil is a revival, not a 
discovery, as far as the history of medical 
practice is concerned, I must refer you. 

A form for the preparation of the seeds as 
adopted by the native physicians of India 
was given by a learned Persee Vydia, of 
Surat, to Dr. White, and is in Airslie’s 
“Materia Indica;” it directs “ that after 
having removed the shells from the seeds, tie 


| the kernels in a small piece of cloth like a 


bag, then pnt this into as much cow-dung 
water as will cover the bag, and let it boil ; 
secondly, when boiled split the kernel in 
two, and take a smail leaf from them which 
is said to be poisonous; and, thirdly, pound 
the whole into a mass, to which add two 
parts katha (catechu), that is, to one drachm 
of croton add two of katha, and divide into 
pills of two grains each.” The addition of 
the katha is said to correct its acrimony al- 
together, and to prevent any griping from 
ensuing. In Amboyna the custom in the 
days of Rumphius was to bruise or pound 
the kernel, infuse it in thin chicken-broth, 
and to inclose it in a roasted plantain, by 
which means the rough burning sensation in 
the throat was avoided. 

This sensation in the throat has attracted 
a good deal of attention in this country and 
in India since that period, and Mr, Wilson 
has observed that it is a principal objection 
to the use of the croton. It is a very un- 
pleasant sensation of pricking and even pain, 
accompanied with great heat, and the fauces 
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become very dry and constricted. In some 
individuals the swallowing even a v 

small proportion is quite intolerable ; it does 
not always arise immediately upon degluti- 
tion, but is perceived a short time after- 
wards, and sometimes considerable spasm is 
excited, with coughing, and even efforts to 
vomit, by which the oily particles might be 
expelled from the gullet. Mr. Wilson states 
that in his own case it lasted half an hour. 
In order to obviate this the old practice, 
which was so necessary when the coarsest 
drugs were given, of gilding the pill, might 
with advantage be had recourse to. Occa- 
sionally severe eruptions about the mouth 
and fauces have been known to be produced, 
and which are by no means easily got rid of. 

Dr. Nimmo gave a recipe for obtaining 
the oil which was very generally approved 
of. He directed that after digesting the 
bruised seeds a suflicient time, that the 
whole shuuld be thrown into a filter closely 
covered during the process of filtration, and 
the residuum afterwards washed with a 
little ether. By this process about -two 
drachms of the oil may be obtained from 
three hundred grains of the seeds. Of the 
oil thus obtained an alcoholic solution may 
be prepared in the proportion of eight drops 
of the oil to an ounce of alcohol, as one of 
the best media for exhibiting it, and as it 
allows the dose to be readily proportioned 
according the circumstances of the case. Of 
this alcoholic solution he recommended half 
a drachm, with two drachms both of simple 
syrup and of mucilage of acacia, and half 
an ounce of distilled water for a dose. The 
oil met with in commerce has been found 
very unequal in strength ; it is very often 
adulterated both with the oil obtained from 
the jatropba curcas and from the castor seeds, 
and hence probably the different opinions 
that have been entertained as to the proper 
dose ; for some have spoken of a drop, and 
others of ten, as a dose. 

Dr. Nimmo has furnished us with the 
means of detecting any adulteration of the 
oil, and he has found that the best mode is 
* to leta very light phial be counterpoised in 
an accurate balance, pour into it fifty grains 
of the suspected oil, add alcohol which has 
been previously digested upon olive oil, 
agitate them well, pour off the solution, and 
add more alcohol, as before, until the dis- 
solved portion is diffused in such a propor- 
tion of alcohol that each half drachm mea- 
sure shall contain equal to one dose of the 
oil of tiglium for an adult, By afterwards 
placing the phial near a fire to evaporate 
what remains of the alcohol in the bottle, 
if the residuum be to that which has been 
extracted by the alcohol as 55 to 45, the oil 
is genuine. If olive or any other oil little 
soluble in alcohol has been employed as the 
adulterating agent, it is evident that the 
residuum would be in larger proportion, but 
should castor oil have been employed for 





that purpose, the proportion of the residuum 
will be even smaller than in the genuine 
medicine.” According to his experiments 
it would appear that one hundred grains of 
the seed yield up forty-five grains of active 
matter ; another analysis has been quoted 
which would lead to a belief that the active 
matter was less, but as the authority is not 
to be relied upon, I shall not here repeat 
it. Dr. Paris has prosecuted this subject, 
and has made us acquainted with the pre- 
sence of an active principle to which he has 
applied the name of tiglin; it does not ap- 
pear from the experiments made by him that 
it is marked by a salifiable base. The modes 
of preparing the croton in Hindostan are 
very curious, and they have been collected 
by Mr. Wilson, and furnish us with a singu- 
lar notion of the state of the Hindu materia 
medica. 

The remedial agency of croton oil has 
been made an object of the most elaborate 
experiments, both internally and externally. 
Andral, Constant, Dr. Short, Dr. Hutchin- 
son, of Nottingham, have given us the result 
of close investigation, and the medical pro- 
fession are generally convinced of its great 
efficacy. It may be rendered a mild and 
gentle purgative, and if given with proper 
precaution is as safe as any of the class with 
which we are in the habit of treating dis- 
ease. Itis best administered in the form of 
pill in union with compound extract of colo- 
cynth, with extract of jalap, or with extract 
of rhubarb, to which a drop or two of the 
essential oil of cloves, of cinnamon, or of 
peppermint is added to disguise its odour, 
and to prevent any griping. In cases where 
a pill is difficult of deglutition a drop dif- 
fused in olive oil, or in a teaspoonful of 
syrup, may be given, but this is ordinaeily 
succeeded by a sensation of burning in the 
mouth, along the oesophagus, and sometimes 
nausea, and even vomiting, but as soon as 
these have subsided, which is usually in a 
few minutes, no uncomfortable sensation 
occurs till about an hour, or an hour anda 
half afterwards ; then there are slight co- 
licky pains, and soon after evacuations take 
place; they at first come away rather sud- 
denly; in many instances the stools are 
watery, with a slight tinge of yellow; at 
other times, and this frequently where the 
bowels have most determinedly refused to 
obey the suggestions of other active reme- 
dies, the most copious evacuations occur. A 
very singular and interesting case of tetanus 
is narrated by Mr. Lawrence in his lecture 
on tetanus, which is to be found in Tue 
Lancer for the year 1829, in which aperients 
did not produce the expected effect, until 
the patient took a single drop in a teaspoon- 
ful of light gruel, and within about an hour 
a most violent action was produced on the 
bowels ; he discharged such a quantity of 
matter of various kinds from them, as alto- 
gether astonished him, and all those about 
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him, they seemed to be quite at a loss to 
kuow how to describe the quantity. A case 
in which oxalic acid had Vem taken as - 
poison is related by Mr. Lovegrove of Up 

Baker-street, in which two scruples of j ja “ 
and eight of calomel, an injection of castor 
oil, and of sulphate of magnesia, produced 
only trifling evacuation, but a drop of the 
croton with jalap procured several free mo- 
tions. One of the great advantages attend- 
ant upon the administration of this, and of 
elaterium, where proper care has been taken 
is, that they leave no bad effect whatever 
behind them, and that on the following day 
the effects are quite over, the tongue wea-s 
its wonted appearance, there is no febrile 
rhythm about the pulse, no uneasiness about 
the abdomen, which bears pressure very 
well; indeed it is not unusual to find that 
the patient has a tranquil sleep during the 
night, with gentle perspiration, and the kid- 
neys slightly called into increased action. 
It has been recommended to give croton oil 
to those who are habitually costive, and it 
has been stated on medical authority that it 
is of great use in keeping the bowels regu- 
larly open; a hint ofthis kind in a clinical 
lecture from a highly esteemed professor, | 
was the reason that it was adopted in some 
of the quack pills of the day, but from the 
combination with gamboge, and probably 
the carelessness with which these ingredi- 
ents were mixed together, a drastic cathartic 
was the result, which has proved very hurt- 
ful. In the only instances, two in number, 
in which the oil was recommended as a sort 
of domestic remedy, it was found after a 
time very capricious as to the effects it pro- 
duced, sometimes acting with great vigour, 
at others without giving any relief. There 
are some persons who cannot take it at all, 


on the profession; but although it led to 
trials of its efficacy we have no reason to 
look upon it in any very favourable light as 
a decided means of cure of the disease. 

In cases where the due nervous impres- 
sion is not made upon the intestinal canal, 
as in apoplexy, epilepsy, tetanus, and mania, 
croton oil is a most important remedy, as 
well from its great intensity of power, as 
from the capability of giving it in such mi- 
nute quantities. In very severe cases of 
painter’s colic, Andral tried it with great 
success ; indeed some cases have been known, 
of the most striking character, to yield in 
two or three days. Some doubts exist as 
to the utility of giving it in paralysis conse- 
| quent upon this disease, or arising from un- 
known causes. Some inflammations have 
been treated hy it, but they seem not to 
have been relieved by the remedy, with the 
exception of some cases of laryngitis ; but 
even these were not benefitted until the ex- 
ternal application was ordered. Many dis- 





orders that owe their aggravated character 
| to loaded bowels, such as asthma, obstinate 
_headach, apparent determination to the head, 
are reliev ed by a drop of croton oil, which 
then produces abundant liquid evacuations. 
/A drop rubbed on the abdomen will produce 
purging, a slight smarting, and a redness of 
the skin taking place, but if a larger quan- 
tity be used this is followed by an eruption 
of small papule which gradually wear the 
the appearance of pustules; some of these 
are surrounded by ared areola, and occa- 
sion no small degree of suffering; at the 
end of about thirty hours these pustules are 
fully developed, having a whitish opaque 
fluid; sometimes they are not completely 
formed until the fourth day, they remain 
then fora day or two unaltered, they then 








they are very sick and are rendered highly | dry up and fall off; the pustules bear a 
irritable, but there are few who are griped | strong resemblance to those of small pox. 
by it. Itis very apt to produce eruptions | Advantage has been taken of this power to 
on the surface of the body when taken in-| use the oil as a counter-irritant, and fric- 
ternally, more particularly about the mouth. | tions have been made with a mixture con- 
There, however, seem to be individuals who | sisting of ten drops to an ounce of the oil 
are excessively susceptible to papulous|of sweet almonds. The first trials were 
eruptions about the lower part of the face | made in the Hospital of La Pitie, and there 
after taking opening medicine, which is | paralysis, sciatica, affections of the diges- 
commonly called“ the going off of the fever.” tive organs, received relief from these fric- 
It is a subject well worthy attention, that|tions. The appearances will vary much 
even skin diseases of long standing have fol- | according to the number of drops, the time 
lowed upon the use of some vegetable reme- | employ ed in rubbing them into the skin, and 
dies which act upon the bowels, accompa-|the parts of the body on which the frictions 
nied sometimes by an intolerable itching. |take place. It is upon the face, the scalp, 
The connection between the internal secre- | the larynx, and the chest, that the influence 
tions and the external are, indeed, oftentimes | is most strikingly exhibited ; the extremities 
strongly evinced, as is the case in the miser- | seem less acted upon ; where the abdomen 
able state of itching which occurs after | has been the seat of the action abundant 
jaundice, and which sometimes is a3 the poet evacuations have occasionaliy occurred ; 
has said of love, “‘ nullis medicabilis herbis.” |eve armpits and the thighs exhibit often a 
Croton oil has been strongly per bigh degree of rubescence. When the face 
in cholera, and the interesting case of Dr. | and scalp have been thus treated erysipelas 
Tegart, related by himself, of his sufferings | bas sometimes been observed, still no bad 
from spasmodic cholera, and his recovery by | symptom has arisen. Active inflammation 
the use of the oil, have made an impression | of the larynx has been successfully combat- 
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ted at La Pitie by it, but the testimony of 
Dr. Hutchinson does not confirm the testi- 
mony in its favour, when the inflammation 
is of a chronic nature, and as he observes, 
no practitioner could place confidence in it 
alone in active laryngeal inflammation. 
There is a valuable paper from the pen of 
Dr. Inglis, of Castle Douglas, in Tue Lax- 
ceT, on the external application of croton oil 
in cynanche trachealis, in which he details 
facts exhibiting the good effects of this as a 
remedial agent in regular croup. There is 
one circumstance which you must bear in 
mind, in the employment of this counter- 
irritant, as well as tartar emetic, that you 
will very probably have a high degree of 
irritation produced at some part consider- 
ably distant from the seat of friction, and 
that the scrotum will more particularly be 
affected. The skin of the genitals is very 
apt to become in a very irritable state, and 
the itching is most distressing, and con- 
tinues sometimes after all action of the cro- 
ton has ceased; the smarting, the tingling, 
and the heat at bed-time are generally mach 
increased ; decoctions of elm bark, and of 
dulcamara allay these sensations, as does 
creosote, but then they again come on, and 
sometimes more pertioaciously than ever. 











CASE OF 
STRANGULATED HERNIA 
PRESENTING 
AN UNUSUAL APPEARANCE OF THE 
HEKNIAL SAC, 

IN THE FORM OF A CYST IN FRONT OF THE 
HERNIA, 





To the Editor of Tut Lancer. 

Sir:—I send you the following case, be- 
cause it presents a variety in the arrange- 
ment of a hernial sac, which I apprehend | 
must be very rare. If you think its inser- | 
tion in your widely-circulated pages likely 
to be useful, it is at your service. I am, 
Sir, your obedient servant, 

Georce MaciLwain. 
Argyle-place, July, 1838. 





I was sent for in February to visit a! 
woman, 43 years of age, who was labour- | 
ing under strangulated hernia, I found her 
with a brown tongue, nausea, frequent vo- 
miting, considerable pain, and tenderness, 
with some tension of the abdomen. The’! 
pulse small, frequent, and irritable. She | 
said that the rupture had been down five 
days, and that her present sufferings had 
commenced at the same period. The hernia 
was a left femoral, and presented some pe- 
culiarities which had probably led the gen- 
tleman whom she had first consulted to de- 
termine that it was not hernia, It appeared 
much more above the crural arch, than 


JSemoral hernia of that size usually ascends, 





and had taken a direction outwards, and 
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contrary to that which has sometimes led to 
the femoral hernia being mistaken for the 
inguinal variety. It was remarkably loose 
and moveable, and though the general 
symptoms were severe, was not the least 
tender on pressure. As it was not a case 
for delay, and as I could not reduce it by 
the taxis, I immediately proceeded to ex- 
pose the contents of the tumour, when the 
following appearances were developed :— 
The fascia propria, and the fatso commonly 
found between it and the sac, had become 
consolidated into a single covering of un- 
usual density. On dividing this, a part, 
supposed to be the sar, was brought into 
view, but presenting, when cautiously ex- 
amined, the following characters :—A cyst, 
evidently containing only a fluid, and of 
this yon could ascertain the whole bound- 
ary, except at a small point where it was 
connected to the subjacent parts. The 
nearest resemblance to it which I have seen 
is a suppurating gland in frout of a hernia, 
of which I have spoken elsewhere. 

After proper examination, I divided the 
covering and evacuated the fluid, which 
now appeared to have constituted the whole 
of the tumour. On carefully dissecting 
and extending my incision through the con- 
tracted base of the sac, 1 found, very deep 
and close to the femoral aperture, a very 
minute knuckle of intestine very tightly 
strangulated. The parts immediately em- 
bracing the intestine required several mi- 
nute strokes of the bistoury before the bowel 
was set free, when they were found to have 
become somewhat thickened. The symp- 
toms immediately subsided, and the wo- 
man got well, without a bad symptom, 
which very often happens where the prac- 
tice of giving aperients (as a matter of 
course) is not pursued. 

I have little doubt that this curious dis- 
position of the sac had arisen from the 
improper bearing of a truss, which she had 
worn for about three months, in the care- 
less manner which is tg0 common in such 
patients. Not having been careful in re- 
ducing the hernia, she had, I doubt not, 
pressed asmall portion of the sac against 
the crural arch, above which the femoral 
hernia is in its progress very apt to rise, 
The sac had become thus extended, and its 
sides, at that part nearest the hernia, con- 
stuntly pressed together, so that the com- 
munication with that part immediately in- 
vesting the intestine was in course of obli- 
teration. The hernia itself, being very 
smail, lay close to the femoral aperture, 
and being thus not included in the pressure 
exerted on the sac against Poupart’s liga- 
ment, had not, of course, by pain or other 
symptom, drawn attention to the improper 
bearing of the truss. I forbear remark- 
ing on the practical cautions suggested by 
this case, as they will be probably suflici- 
ently obyious. 
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Statistical Report of the Sickness, Mortality, 
and Invaliding among the Troops in the 
West Indies, prepared from the Records of 
the Army Medical Department and War 
Office Returns. 1838. 


As this is the first of a very important 
series of Medical and Statistical Returns, 
we shall extract a passage from the Intro- 
duction, explanatory of the circumstances 
under which they were commenced; and 
then proceed at once to lay some of the 
more striking facts before our readers, re- 
serving to the end any remarks that we may 
have to offer upon the work, or upon the 
questions under examination. At the same 
time it may be safely affirmed that if carried 
out on the plan announced in this volume, 
these Reports will constitute a most im- 
portant acquisition to medical science ; will 
furnish data for the solution of innumerable 
questions in the etiology of disease; and 
will inevitably lead to the salvation of 
thousands of lives. 


Captain Tulloch says, in the Introduc- 
tion :— 


“ In October 1835, the Secretary at War 
deemed it requisite that an inquiry should 
be instituted into the extent and causes of 
the sickness and mortality among the troops 
in the West Indies, with the view of found- 
ing thereon such measures as might appear 
likely to diminish the great loss of Jife an- 
nually experienced in these colonies. At 
this period there existed no public docu- 
ment which could at once supply that in- 
formation for a series of years; and though 
the number of deaths might have been ascer- 
tained by acompilation from the War Office 
Returns, that fact, unaccompanied by a de 
tail of the diseases, as well as the extent of 
sickness which prevailed, would have af- 
forded a very inadequate idea of the mag- 
nitude of the evil, or the causes by which 
it was induced. 


“ Under these circumstances, it became 
necessary to refer to a very voluminous 
series of returns and reports, containing an 
Historical Record of the Medical Transac- 
tions in the British Army since 1816, when 
first established by Sir James M‘Grigor, the 
Director General; but as these documents 
extended over upwards of 160 folio volumes, 
and had been accumulating at the Army 
Medical Board for a period of twenty years, 
it became necessary that the investigation 
should be committed to persons who were 
conversant with statistical details, and had 
been in the habit of condensing the results 
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derivab!e from masses of figures into a suc. 
cinct and comprehensive form. 


* For this duty Mr. Henry Marshal!, De- 
puty Inspector General of Hospitals, and 
myself, were nominated by the Secretary at 
War, on the recommendation of the Director 
General. For the honour of this selection 
we were, I believe, principally indebted to 
the circumstance of our having been pre- 
viously engaged in publications showing the 
extent of mortality among the troops in the 
colonies, collected from such limited sources 
of information as were within our reach. 


“* The documents submitted for our inves- 
tigation, and which we were desired to take 
as the basis of our Report, consisted prin- 
cipally of a series of returns furnished an- 
nually by every medical officer in charge of 
troops on foreign stations, to the principal 
medica! officer of the colony in which he 
serves, detailing the number of troops under 
his charge, with the admissions into hospital 
and deaths among them, in the course of 
the year, and a spevification of the disea.es 
by which they were occasioned. The con- 
tents of these are then condensed by the 
principal medical officer into one general 
retarn, embracing the sanatory details of the 
whole troops in the colony, Which is trans- 
mitted to the Medical Department, where it 
forms a record of the state of their health 
for that year. 


** So far as regards the number of admis- 
sions into hospitals, or attacks of sickness, 
these documents are a very accurate record, 
because every soldier taken iuto hospital 
being forthwith subject to a stoppage of ten- 
pence per day, the entries made by the sur- 
geon to regulate the financial details of his 
department, afford a ready means of check- 
ing his returns. The same cause, however, 
which tends to ensure accuracy in the ad- 
missions, proves a considerable source of 
error in the deaths, for if a soldier dies so 
suddenly as not to have been dieted in hos- 
pital, his death, in many instances, is omit- 
ted altogether by the medical officer. The 
mode iu which this defect hae been remedied 
by reference to the documents in the War 
Office, will be hereafter detailed.” 

The medical returns contain many details 
respecting the climate, locality, and other 
circumstances supposed to influence the 
health of the troops. From these meteoro- 
logical tables, and topographical descrip- 
tions of the stations have been derived, and 
appended to the tabular views of the dis- 
eases and mortality. 

The troops employed in garrisoning the 
British possessions in the West Indies are 
distributed into four commands. The Wind- 
ward and Leeward command extends from 








& to 17° N, latitude, and 66” to 63° W. 
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longitude, embracing British Guiana on the 
continent of America, and 12 islands. The 
clingdte and topography differs to a great 
exfent, but some of the more general fea- 
tures have been brought together in the 
following observations :— 


“ 1st. The first peculiarity which dis- 
tinguishes the climate of this command is a 
high temperature, a necessary consequence 
of proximity to the equator. The mean 
height of the thermometer throughout the 
year is, however, rather under than above 
the average of similar latitudes, being only 
about 80}°. In none of the islands is it 
above 82° or under 79°, and any slight dif- 
ference in this respect results more from 
their geological features, or extent of culti- 
vation, than the mere difference of latitude ; 
as the mean temperature of British Guiana 
in latitude 6° is but 805° while that of St. 
Kitt’s, more than 12 degrees further to the 
north, is 81°. 

“ 2d. The next peculiarity which extends 
to this, as well as most tropical regions, 
particularly of insular situation, is great 
uniformity of temperature. The difference 
between the highest and lowest mean range 
of the thermometer, is,even in the most 
variable of the islands, only 13°, and in some 
it is not more than 4° throughout the year ; 
whereas in Britain it is, in most years, 
upwards of 30°. 


“ $d. In this, as well as other tropical 
climates, there is but- little change in the 
elasticity or pressure of the atmosphere. 
The extreme range of the barometer is not 
more than from a quarter to half an inch 
throughout the year, and it is not materially 
affected even by hurricanes ; whereas in 
this country its range is from two to three 
inches, and it varies with every slight change 
of weather. 


“ 4th. One of the most marked of the 
atmospherical peculiarities of these regions, 
is the large quantity of rain whici. falls 
annually, being, on the average, at least 
three times as much as in Britain—a neces- 
sary consequence of rapid eva tion under 
a tropical sun. The quantity, however, 
varies materially in the different colonies, 
according as their surface is mountainous 
or level, clothed in wood, or cleared and 
under cultivation. We have, in asubsequent 
portion of this Report, stated the fall of rain 


in each colony, so far as it has been ascer- | 


tained by measurement ; the average quan- 
tity throughout the whele command has 
been estimated at from 60 to 70 inches 
annually. 


“The rain of these regions is, however, 


of a very different character from that of 


Britain, being confined principally to two 
seasons of the year} termed the spring and 
Sutumnal rains, and then falling, not in gentle 
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showers, but in torrents, which, unless in a 
very dry soil, or where there is free drai q 
speedily inundate the surrounding country. 

“ Sth. The four seasons of temperate 
.climates are therefore represented by two 
wet, and two dry seasons; but as the rains 
follow the course of the sun, it is obvious 
that the period of their commencement and 
duration must vary according to the proxi- 
mity of the settlements to the equator. In 
Guiana, the most southerly, the spring 
rains generally extend from December to 
January, the autumnal from May to August, 
while in the most northerly of these settle- 
ments, the former does not commence till 
April or May, and the latter extends from 
October to December. 


“ In many of the islands, particularly the 
less hilly ones, there is scarcely any depo- 
sition of dew, and in the others it is gene- 
rally scanty, except in densely wooded 
districts. 

“ 6th. In regions exposed to such a high 
temperature it is fortunate that the heat of 
the day is generally modified by a sea- 
breeze, not of that variable character which 
prevails in temperate climates, but which 
blows with nearly uniform force, and from 
one direction, during nine months in the 
year. It is termed the trade wind, and 
general comes from the east and its col- 
lateral points, except from August to De- 
cember, when it veers round, and blows 
slightly from the south and west, with fre- 
quent calms at intervals. 


“While this trade wind prevails during 
the day, a land wind, in all the large and 
mountainous islands, blows with almost 
equal regularity at night. 


“ In these and some other tropical regions 
in similar latitudes, hurricanes are oc- 
casionally experienced between the month 
of August and latter end of October, hence 
denominated the hurricane season. Trinidad, 
Tobago, and the settlements to the south 
have hitherto been exempt from them, but 
they sometimes fall with dreadful violence 
on the other islands. Barbadoes, ia parti- 
cular, has suffered very severely from their 
| ravages. 

“ During the rains, particularly at their 
|}commencement and termination, thunder 
and lightning are very common, but seldom 
, occur at any other period of the year.” 


The state of the barracks and the dietaries 
| we shall have to refer to in investigating 
| some of the means of reducing the morta- 

lity in these colonies. 





The following table exhibits the strength, 
the admissions into hospital, and the ceaths 
during 20 years, 1817—36 :— 
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MORTALITY IN THE WEST INDIES. 


Taste showing the Admissions into Hospital, and the Deaths among the White Troops 
in the- Windward and Leeward Command. 



































Ratio per Thousand of 
Years, Strength. | Admissions. | Deaths. Mean Strength. 
Admitted. | Died. 
} : 

1817 | ~~ «5120 12,111 830 2365 162 
1818 |, «4203 8190 532 2020 126 
1819 3790 6949 314 | = 1883 83 
1820 3672 =| «7463 387 2032 105 
1821 3636 7660 397 2104 109 
1822 3299 | 6036 254 1830 77 

| leas. | S264 6072 | 158 1860 49 
1924 | 4144 + 6534 | 293 2060 70 
1823 | 4466 7906 | (343 1770 76 
1826 4549 7855 || 308 1727 68 

| Iser- | 4310 8251 | 365 1914 85 
| 382s | 5202 so7l- | 34k | 2921 8t 
i 1829 4164 7459 | 94) 1791 58 
| 1830 =| «4601 9290 = = 300 | =: 2020 65 
1831 | 4232 9927 293 | 2346 69 

| 1882 | 4331 7823 | 277 | 1806 64 
| «1833 4823 «| (9018 241 | 1869 50 
el n,n ee * | 1526 43 
| . 1835 5462 8259. | 313 | 112 57 
|. 1836 | 4983 9512. | 383 1909 17 
j Bey ooe | 86,661 164,935 6803 | _ _ 
| Average... | 4,333 | 8247 340 | 1903 78.5 








“ From this it appears that among every in the United Kingdom, it may be necessary 
1000 white troops there have been 1903 ad-| to remark, that the deaths stated in the pre- 
missions into hospital in the course of the! ceding table are only those which have oc- 
year, so that on the average every man must curred under medical treatment, or after 
have been ander medical treatment, for some | being admitted into hospital, leaving still 
cause or other, about once every six months | to be accounted for a considerable propor- 
and a half. | tion who die suddenly, or from accidental 

“Tf reference be made to the proportion | causes.* The only means we have of ascer- 
of admissions among’troops in the United taining the number of these, is by a com- 
Kingdom, it will be found that there every | parison of the deaths in the preceding table 
man is under treatment about once every with those reported annually to the War 
thirteen months ; consequently the cases of Office by the general officers in this com- 
sickness or admission into hospital among mand, and which include the deaths from 
white troops in this command are about all causes. 
twice as numerous as when serving in their 
native country. There is, hewever, this | 
marked distinction, that they are of so severe; * Ina few of the years, particularly of 
a character, that 1 in 24 proves fatal, whereas Jate, the deaths from accidents, violence, 
in this country only 1. death occurs out of &c., are enumerated by the medical officers ; 
every 67 cases treated. but in others, no mention is made of them, 

“ Before bringing the mortality among consequently from the want of a uniform 
the white troops in this command, however, | system, this portion of the information can- 
into comparison with that of the same class | not be made available. 

2 
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Taste showing the Deaths from all causes in 





| 1817 | 1818 | 1819 1s20 | 1921 | 1822 | 1823 | 1824 | 1825 


' | | | 








Deaths per War) oe, Oe | 
Office Returns 5} 99 | 487 | 316 | 358 | 427) 223) 163) 309) 365 | 

: | 

Deaths per Medi- ? 830 | 532 314 387 397 | 254 158 | 293 343 


cal Returns.... § 





eisai 


| 








| 





“ This omission, added to the ratio of deaths in the preceding table, increases it to 
81} per thousand, to which must be added invalids who died at sea, or on their passage 
homeward ; these have averaged about 14 annually, or 3} per thousand, thus making the 
mortality from all causes 85 per thousand of the mean strength. 


“ This would be a fair estimate of the ratio of mortality among this class of troops 
during the last 20 years, provided the strength in the Medical Returns had been accu- 
rately stated. But as this has, in most instances, been taken at the highest rate to which 
it attained in the course of the year, and not on the mean of each month, as it ought to 
have been, we find, by a comparison with the War Office Returns, that the strength has 
in this way been rated, by the medical authorities, about a tenth higher than it ought to 
have been; consequently the above ratio of mortality must be increased in a correspond- 


——-. $$ 


























Fe 05; RE Bh ] 

Years 1803 | 1804 1805 | 1806 | 1807 | 1808 | 1809 | 1810 | 
} oss CF 
Strength ..... eosienaent 8501 | 6849 | 6467 | 7044 | 6604 | 7814 | To00 | 6046 | 
| | 
Deaths ........+. sewece 993 | 1706 | 1790 800) 848 1138 | 695 | 1015 | 
| } 

Ratio of Deaths per 1000 ) — owe ta ns. 

of Gta... ss... ‘| 117 | 249 | 277 | 114} 128 )| 146 | 99 | 168 


“ Thus, during this period 138 per thousand of white troops in this command died 
annually, which is about one-half more than on the average of the last 20 years; so that 
fatal as the climate still is to European troops, it appears of late years to have materially 
improved, particularly in Barbadoes, Trinidad, and Antigua. In this estimate we have 
carefully excluded the strength and deaths of the troops serving in the settlements of 


The authors of this Report have acted in ; medical statistics are not taught in the 
the most candid manner by their readers, | schools, and that the medical officers should 
and have, io all instances, published the se- | have been left uninitiated in the simple 
parate facts on which the deductions in the | means of deducing the real mean strength 
Report are founded, except in the instance from the monthly musters. The defects 
above cited, where they have omitted to; here pointed out in the Medical Returns 
give the mean strength accurately deter- | have long been known to exist. Our readers 
mined from the War-Office Returns. To | will observe, that Mr, Edmonds obtained 
this oversight we direct their attention, that the facts in his papers published in this 
it may yet be supplied, and not be commit- | Journal from the War Office, where the 
ted in the Reports of other Colonies. It is| Returns were more accurately made. Sir 
much to be regretted that the elements of James Mac Grigor should have set this right 

| 
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MORTALITY IN THE WEST INDIES; 


the Windward and Leeward Command. 





’ 
1826 | 1827 | 1828 | 1829 | 1830 | 1831 1832 1833 1834 1835 | 1836 | Total. 





315 | 380 | 344 261 $14 | 332 | 304 278 249 | 332 | 403 7069 
} } 





Difference understated in Medical Returns. oe 266 





| 
“|= 341 a sel eo} si: ao an 318 | 383 6808 
' 





ing proportion, which will make it 98} per thousand of the strength, or, in other words 
, about an eleventh part of the force have died annually. 
“ From this statement, however, no definite idea can be conveyed of the insalubrity of 
) the climate, till we compare it with the mortality which has taken place among the same 
oh class of troops in the United Kingdom. This has amounted, during a long series of years 
to about 15 per thousand annually ; but, during the last seven years, it has, owing to the 
xe prevalence of influenza and cholera, been about 2 per thousand higher.. Thus the morta- 
> lity among troops in the Windward and Leeward command has been six times as high 
5 as in the United Kingdom, though the extent of sickness, as shown by the number of 
' admissions into hospital, has only been twice as great. Even this rate of mortality, high 
as it appears, is considerably less than during the previous 14 years, from 1808 to 1816, 
when it was as follows :-— 








! 


18ll 1812 





| 
; 1813 1814 1815 1816 | Total. Average. 
| | | 
5502 | 6152 | 7292 | 6673 | 6611 | 6153 94,738 | 6,767 
| $04 609 | 529 | 493 | 639 069 13,028 931 
| | 
138 


146 99 


73 74 96 | BST | cccevece 





t Surinam, Martinique, Guadaloupe, St. Eustatia, St. Martin’s, Santa Cruz, and St. Thomas, 
y : which were given up by the British in 1814 and 1815, as a greater mortality occurred in 
 ___ these settlements than in the others which now constitute the Windward and Leeward 
if ; command,” 

J 


many years ago, and would deserve censure | ed to enable the Director-General to dis- 
for the culpable omission, if it were not cover in what way the average strength 
more than overbalanced by the share he should be determined, and no great saga- 
had in obtaining the Returns of diseases city to see that the total deaths, whether 
which form the basis of the Reports. No occurring in hospital or out, should have 
profound knowledge of numbers was requit- been entered in the Returns of Deaths. 









(To be continued in our next.) 
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THE LANCET. 





London, Saturday, July 21, 1838, 





In reviewing Dr. Steruen Love Ham- 
mick’s Translation (!) of Mitscuerticn last 
week, we endeavoured, in illustration of the 
principle that “there is good in every- 
thing,” to extract a moral from that produc- 
tion. Itis, in fact, edifying in more ways 
than one. The deplorable want of discri- 
mination in the distribution of University 
patronage was never before so distinctly de- 
monstrated. Dr. Rapcuirre, with a munifi- 
cent liberality, founded a Travelling Fellow- 
ship, to enable young men of promise to 
spend some years in the foreign medical 
schools, in the expectation that they would 
bring back to England the discoveries of 
scientific men on the Continent. So inju- 
dicious, however, has the selection of Rad- 
cliffe Fellows been, that the £300 per ann. 
have never produced any fruit, Jonunson, 
higoted as he was, saw and confessed this 
in the last century, “ It is wonderful,” he 
is reported to have said, “ how little good 
** Radcliffe’s Travelling Fellowships have 
“done, I know nothing that has been im- 
“ ported by them; yet many additions to 
‘our medical knowledge might be got in 
“ foreign countries.” Unquestionably they 
might be got; but Jounson’s observation 
holds still, and it is not to Radcliffe’s Travel- 
ling Fellows that we are indebted for the in- 
troduction into this country of Laennec’s dis- 
coveries, of Louts’s admirable observations, 
of Mue.rer’s Experimental Physiology, or 
of any other important step in science. The 
Universities are al ways the last places which 
the rising rays of science penetrate. Our 
criticism will, perhaps, be deemed severe ; 
but we can assure the Travelling Fellow, 
that we do not rate him a jot lower than 
his predecessors. His knowledge of che- 
mistry, and his other acquirements, no doubt 
equal theirs ; and the only aggravation in the 
offence of which he stands accused is im- 


prudence. He kas, inconsiderately, over- 
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stepped the modest reserve of other Rad. 
cliffe Fellows. 

Fellows of the London College of Physi- 
cians were formerly manufactured of the 
same stuff as the Traveller, whose endow- 
ments we have analysed and submitted to 
the inspection of the profession. They were 
supplied by the English Universities. Ano- 
ther mine has been opened, and another 
process adopted, to which public attention 
cannot be too attentively directed. 

One of the grievances under which the 
medical profession bas laboured is the in- 
vidious and vain distinction of rank, The 
London College of Physicians, consisting, 
in 1834, of 440 members, was divided into 
Fellows and Licentiates by mere accident 
or favour, it not being contended that the 
acquirements or qualifications of the two 
ranks differed. No line could be drawn 
between the members; and every honour- 
able Fellow disdained an invidious distinc- 
tion, which placed Harvey and SyDennam, 
We ts and Bal.tte, in two distinct classes, 
and repudiated the constitution of a College 
which excluded the majority of its members 
from office, and even shut them out from the 
privileges of a common library. The griev- 
ance was made the subject of a petition to 
Parliament, and became an integral part of 
the question of Medical Reform. Seventy- 
seven out of 136 Licentiates signed two 
petitions, which were successively present- 
ed to the House of Commons by Mr. War- 
BURTON, in the Sessions of 1833 and 1834. 
One of the grievances stated at the head of 
the petition is :—* That the physicians prac- 
“ tising in London are invidiously divided by 
“ the by-laws of the College into TWO ORDERS, 
“one is denominated Fellows; the other, 
“ constituting by far the majority, is desig- 
“ nated, and, by implication, DEGRADED, by the 
“ term Licentiate.” The petition goes on to 
affirm, that there exists ro foundation in 
the charter, or in the acts confirming it, for 
such distinction of orders, and that the 
“ Licentiates are illegally excluded from all 
« the offices, and any share of the manage- 
“ ment of the Corporation.” ubsequently 
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THE COLLEGE 


to the presentation of these petitions, and 
the Parliamentary inquiry, the Royal Col- 
lege of Physicians passed certain by-laws, 
one of which enacts, that a Council of twelve 
Fellows shall be chosen to nominate the 
Censors and certain Licentiates to be after- 
wards submitted to the ballot of the com- 
monalty. The distinction of title and rank, 
and the exclusion of the Licentiates from 
any share in the government of the College, 
were preserved in all their bitter invidious- 
ness. This the great body of Licentiates 
felt, and appointed a Committee of 14 of 
their body to draw up a petition, which 
was presented to the House of Commons 
by Mr. WARBURTON, on August 17th, 1835. 
The heading of the petition rans,—“ The 
“ petition of the undersigned physicians, 
“ representing the interests of a large propor- 
“ tion of those practising in London.” Tlie 
petition denounces the new by-laws and the 
Council of Twelve as illegal, declaring that 
“ they tend still further to 1nyvre and pe- 
“ grape the order of Licentiates.” We can 
only cite two paragraphs, and must refer to 
a former number of this Journal for the rest 
of the important docament.—Lancert, 1834- 
5, vol. 2, p. 678, 


“Your petitioners respectfully submit 
that the mode of keeping up the succes- 
sion of this Council is framed on a close and 
narrow ‘em of m and exclusion, ex- 
hibiting some of the worst features of a close 
corporation; and that the power granted to 
the Council of determining the number and 
the individuals among the Licentiates to be 
proposed is in the highest degree objection- 
able ; that it is open to personal and to party 
prejudice; that it will lead to the worst 
species of favouritism, by giving an undue 
influence to the Fellows composing the 
Couneil; and that é will fend to produce 
STRVILITY AND MORAL DEGRADATION, * * 

“ Your petitioners beg leave to state that 
they view with surprise and regret this puny 
attempt at self-reform, wade by the College 
of Physicians ! ° 








(Signed) John Sims; N. Arnott; James 
Clark; James Copland; C. 
Holland ; J. C. Somerville; 
James Bartlet; G. G. Sig- 
mond ;. W. Stroud ; T. Hodg- 
kio; 8S. Smith; Theodore 
Gordon ;, Marshall Hall; D, 
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The Licentiates occupied the ground cf 
rational reformers in these petitions, de- 
manding, as members of the corporation, 
equal privileges, and a share in the govern- 
ment and offices for their entire body. To 
this demand seventy-seven Licentiates were 
pledged. The College preserved its “ ille- 
gal” machinery undismayed, and proceeded 
resolutely in its enterprise. Fifteen Licen- 
tiates were offered the Fellowship in 1836; 
in 1837 that boon was conferred ontwo; and 
in 1838 it was offered to ten—Dr. Tueopore 
Gorpox, Dr. Tweepie, Dr. Appison, Dr. 
Burne, Dr. T. Davies, Dr. Back, Dr. James 
Biunpett, Dr. Civrrersuck, Dr. Arnort, 
Sir James Crank. The offer of the Fellow- 
ship to any of the Licentiates that signed 
the first petitions, and to any member of the 
Committee that signed the petition of 1835 
was the most daring cast of impudence 
ever calculated on human infirmity and de- 
pravity, and did appear to us a very clumsy 
Machiavellian contrivance, which could nei- 
ther deceive nor seduce one individual. We 
have, however, been disappointed. Several 
Licentiates, and two of the Committee of 
1835, have accepted the Fellowship. The 
renegadoes’ names we have printed in italics, 
and print them again more conspicuously, 
regretting solely that we have not space for 
their violent patriotic speeches in 1835, 

James CopLanp. 

Tueopoke Gorpon, 
These gentlemen denounced the constitu- 
tion of the College in two petitions present- 
ed-to Parliament—they declared the exclu- 
sion of the members of the College, denomi- 
nated Licentiates, to be iniquitous, and 
acted the part of reformers so acalously 
that, in 1835, they were, according to their 
own statements, entrusted with the interests 
of a. large proportion of the physicians 
practising in London. In thatcapacity they 
held up the new by-laws of the College to 
the censure of Parliament, and pronounced 
them illegal. Yet, no sooner did this “ ille- 
gal Council” nominate. the two recreant 
traitors, than they sold, betrayed, and de- 





Barry.” 





serted their brethren, passed over to the 








Tanks of Fellows, and added degradation to 
injury, by making the great body of Licen- 
tiates feel that they are writhing under the 
cloven feet of apostates. 

No change has been effected in the by- 
laws of the College since the last petition 
was presented ; and the time since that pe- 
tition was framed is short, It is not three 
years. Its contents cannot have escaped 
the memories of the renegadoes ; nor were 
they unwarned of the President's artifice, 
In noticing the petition we remarked: “ If 
“the Licentiates had not scouted the pro- 
posal they would have deserved the exe- 
“ crations of the profession, for it is a plan 
“ devised with no other object than that of 
‘* rewarding with favour, and with title, 
every sycophant and paiiroon who is to be 
“ found in the ranks of the licentiate body.” 
It is with pain we discover, that these words 
were prophetical. When the reform of the 
Medical Corporations is become inevitable ; 
when the corporators themselves tremble at 
their posts, and seize the wildest expedients 
to retain their power ; when all their moral 
influence is withered to the roots, and they 
stand like scathed trees, stretching out their 
arms hopelessly ; when the representative 
principle is about to regeverate their entire 
constitution, and their Councils are to be 
the instruments, and offshoots of the entire 
body of the profession, no one in this state 
of transitiog, no man in his senses, would 
rally to give their falling cause support. 
Many eminent physicians are practising in 
London without the license of this impotent 
College, and refuse to take out that license 
on pridciple ; is this then, we ask, a time 
for Licentiates, selected by their body 
to petition Parliament in 1835, to go over 
to the enemy, and add madness to infamy? 

The President of the College is, we under- 
stand, disposed to turn his partial success 
in the camp of the Licentiates to account, 
as he does not anticipate that the manoeuvre 
can be carried much further or much lower. 
He has prepared a petite comedie, of which the 
following are the heads :—The renegadoes 
are to form an allegorical procession at the 
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earliest evening meeting, and to be led as 
captives in the train of the triumphant Pre- 
sident. They will walk backwards into the 
library of the College, marshalled by Dr. 
Tueoporr Gorpon, carrying a lance re- 
versed, while books in several languages, 
turned inside out, are suspended about the 
person of Dr. Copianp, the coats of the 
other renegadoes being turned, and appro- 
priately decorated. Dr. Tuzopore Gorvon 
will then read the petitions of the Licenti- 
ates, and after each paragraph solemnly 
recant and deny its truth, the Fellows re- 
sponding every time in low recitative: 

Dignus, diguus est intrare, 

In nostro docto corpore. 

The response will be thrice repeated at 
passages like the following :—the new by- 
laws are illegal, and will tend to produce 
“ servility and MORAL DEGRADATION.” When 
he has torn the petition to pieces, and, with 
his fellow flagellantes, trampled them under 
foot, the President will give to each a medal 
inscribed, Tout est gagné sauf l’Honneur ; 
press the renegadoes to his heart, and ex- 
press his high sense of their characters indi- 
vidually. 

The oration, it is also rumoured, will be 
dedicated to the commemoration of the 
event, and will contain some passages to 
the following effect :—(Addressing the old 
Fellows) “ This is a moment of no ordinary 
“triumph. The ranks of our enemies have 
“ been thinned, a shadow of suspicion has 
“been thrown over their sincerity, and a 
“stroke of daring policy has succeeded. 
“ Some of you, when the new by-laws were 
“ discussed, doubted their morality, and 
“ denied that they offered any prospect of 
** success. But the event has justified me, 
“ and vindicated the measure. I confessed, 
“with the candour for which the College 
‘has ever given me credit, that after a 
“* perusal of the historical classics, I had 
“not met with any example of success in 
“such a hazardous enterprise as offering 
“titles to the chiefs of our enemies, in or- 
“ der to tempt them into our ranks ; that I 
“had never heard of captains, or any but 
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‘the basest men, ever deserting on the 
“ morning of battle. Bat I knew that the 
“ moral feeling of the Licentiates had never 
“« been fortified by University discipline. I 
“ cited the profound apothegm of Sir Ro- 
“ pert WaLPoLe,—Every man has his price : 
“and expressed my belief, that the peti- 
“ tioners now before you would gladly sell 
“ their reputation, and their colleagues, for 
“ our Fellowship, and think the bargain ad- 
“ yvantageous. This, I stated, was what 
“they understood by the high-sounding 
“ words, medical reform: reminding you of 
“the country gentleman, under the Marquis 
“ of Rocxinonam’s Administration, who in 
“a conversation with the Premier, pointed 
‘out the abuses of his government, the 
“ grievances of the people, and the ruin 
“ gathering in dark clouds over the nation ; 
“the Marquis, when he had done, replying, 
“<*T admitall the abuses which you have 
“ deseribed, and I see the inevitable ruin of 
“ the country which you have pictured, but 
“we haye already found a remedy: the 
* post of —— is vacant, salary £500 a year, 
“and you have the appointment.” Was I 
“ wrong in applying this example to the 
“ Licentiates. Look at my feet; have I 
“not found a remedy for all the organic 
“* vices of this College?” 

We shall not go on, as the betrayed Licen- 
tiates are here expected to take a part in the 
proceedings. Far from regretting the 
crooked policy of the President, we rejoice 
that it has been adopted, as he stcceeds 
admirably in drawing all the baser metal 
from the Licentiates; who, after this defe- 
cation, will probably deserve the unreserved 
esteem of Reformers. 

Sir James Cuark has rejected the Fellow- 
ship, Dr. Arnott has rejected it ; Dr. Cuor- 
TERBUCK, and Dr. Buunpe.t, Dr. Farre, and 
Dr. Hopnextn have declined the title. They 
deserve no praise; they have simply dis- 
charged their duty to the profession as hon- 


ourable men. But it is pleasing to contem- 


plate their proud position after turning from 
the melancholy moral picture displayed by 
the Licentiates fallen down to Fellows, And 











CORONER'S INQUEST. 583. 


it is gratifying to find that no physician to 
the Queen of England, has soiled his 
honour, or abdicated his reason in this 
transaction. 

Since the above was written, we have seen 
a letter in the “Times” newspaper, from 
Dr. Georce Grecory, who signed the first 
petition, in which he intimates his readi- 
ness to accept the Fellowship, in the hope 
of reforming the by-laws, the Council, and 
the President. Better had he undertake a 
mission, apud inferos, and qualify for Pluto’s 
kingdom, in order to redeem the damned, 
and convert the fallen angels. The pretext 
is shallow and can only satisfy Dr. Groree 
Greoory. 

We must direct a moment’s attention to 
the unlawful weapons with which the cor- 
ruptionists fight: bribery, cunning, intrigue. 
Medical Reformers will not imitate their 
example ; they will assert their cause with 
the arms of reason, and eternal justice, that 
when the day of triumph comes, the Re- 


former may fairly say, 
“T have towered 
For victory like a falcon in the clouds, 
Not digged for.it like a mole.” 


DEATH FROM IMPROPER TREAT- 
MENT BY A DRUGGIST. 





The following is an abridged account of 
the proceedings at a coroner’s inquest, which 
was held on the 26th, 27th, 28th, 29th, and 
30th of June, and on Jaly Ist, on the body 
of Elizabeth Dayison, who died suddenly 
from the rupture of a varicose vein, in the 
shop of Mr. Edward Markland, chemist 
and druggist, residing at Yarmouth. The 
source from which we have derived the ac- 
eount, is the “Suffolk Chronicle,” which 
contains a very fall report of this important 
investigation. 

The facts of the case as gathered from 
the evidence of Mr. Markland himself, are 
the following. The deceased, a poor woman 
afflicted with varicose veins and varicose 
ulceration of the leg, was in the habit of 
frequently calling at Mr. Markland’s shop, 
to receive advice and surgical assistance. 
On the 26th of June, (the day of her death), 
she called about four o’elock p.M., to pay for 
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some ointment which she had received, and 
asked Mr, Markland to look at her legs 
He did so, and remarked that the sores 
looked well; but, that as the leg appeared 
to be swollen, he, (Mr. M.), would recom- 
mend her to have the advice of Dr. Cox. 
Aftersome further conversation, the deceased 
left the shop, but in so doing, she stumbled 
(according to the evidence of Markland), 
against an uneven portion of the floor.— 
Soon afterwards, Markland, who had been 
engaged in a distant part of the shop, no- 
ticed a quantity of blood on the ground near 
the street-door, and on looking down the 
street, perceived the deceased standing 
by a gentleman's window not far off; he 
immediately called her back, placed the 
leg on a chair, and attempted to stop the 
bleeding by the application of a bandage 
and an ointment ; he also dismissed his boy 
for regular surgical aid, and administered 
at several times, brandy, sal volatile, &c. ; 
we suppose, because he saw that thewoman 
was sinking. 

It does not appear very clearly, from the 
evidence of Markland, who acknowledges 
that he was in a state of excessive agitation, 
running from the back room to the street- 
door, and from the door to the room, how 
long the deceased remained in the room be- 
fore a surgeon came; it might have been 
ten minutes or a quarter of an hour. At 
the expiration of this time, Mr. Christopher 
Taylor, surgeon, arrived with Mr. Norman, 
and rendered every assistance in his power, 
but unfortunately too late to save the wo- 
man’s life. 

The evicence of Mr. C. Taylor appears to 
have been given in a very clear and decided 
manner. The following are extracts from 
it :— 

On going into the back room at Mark- 
laud’s, I saw deceased leaning on a chair, 
and observed the floor covered with coagu- 
lated blood ; that blood was venous. -The 
blood came from the inner ankle of the 
right leg, from the saphena vein. I took 
hold of her wrist, I could not discern any 
pulse whatever ; there was a bandage on 
the leg. After I felt her pulse, I examined 
her leg ; in the meantime I ordered some 
brandy and compound tincture of ammonia 
to be given her as a stimulant: Mr. Norman 
gave that while I untied the leg ; I saw the 
opening from which I presumed the hemor- 
rhage escaped. It might be five minutes 
after I went into the house in the manner I 
have described, that the woman died. When 
I went, there was no pulsation, she was in 
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articulo mortis ; there was no pulsation in 
the carotid. When I took the bandage off, 
the leg appeared to have heen saturated 
with what appeared tu be tincture of muriate 
of iron, which Markland told me he had 
applied to stop the bleeding, and which I 
knew to be such from its smell and the 
colour of the bandage. The bandage was 
not applied surgically, as a bandage ought 
to be applied to a vein ; it was applied ina 
hurry ; it was a short bandage. I asked 
him if he had any brandy? he said “ yes;” 
and I gave deceased some. She took it; it 
went as far as the throat and no further. 
Markland said, “‘ don’t you think her stays 
ought to be unlaced?” I gave her the 
brandy in small quantities ; after the brandy 
her respiration did not appear more natural 
—not natural at all ; she was then evidently 
dying. She was not conscious of anything 
after I went in; she made no motion at all. 
I considered when I went into the house 
she died from hemorrhage. The ulcer itself 
was decidedly of that character that varicose 
veins produce, I do not think it would be 
considered proper professioval treatment of 
such a case simply to apply ointment to the 
ulcer itself. There was a bandage above 
the opening; no power applied above the 
wound would prevent bleediog ; no person 
qualified to practise as a surgeon would be 
likely to commit such an error, as to apply 
pressure above a vein. Tincture of muriate 
of iron, used as a styptic, would not have 
the result of stopping bleeding in a large 
varicose vein. Ten minutes lost in obtain- 
ing medical assistance would be sufficient 
to produce fatal hemorrhage, and deprive 
the patient of life. I have not the least 
doubt if proper surgical applications had 
been made at the outset of the bleeding, or 
two or three minutes from the rupture of the 
vein, the life of the patient would be saved 
by such application. I was called in at the 
moment, and went immediately ; I believe 
had I been there ten minutes before, I could 
have saved her life.* * * 


Similar opinions relative to the ignorance 
and unskilfulness displayed by Markland, 
weregiven by Dr. Sabine, Mr. Taylor, sen., 
and Mr. Worship ; after which, the Coro- 
nor addressed the Jury at great length, com- 
menting on, aud summing up the evidence. 

After a short deliberation, the Jury re- 
turned the following verdict. 

“That the deceased died in consequence 
of improper. and unskilful treatment by 
Edwin Markland, a chemist and druggist, 
and had she had proper surgical treatment 
in time she would not have died.” : 
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UNIVERSITY COLLEGE HOSPITAL, 


ANIMAL MAGNETISM. 


SIXTH REPORT OF EXPERIMENTS 
AND FACTS, 

To continue these reports without dis- 
tinctly avowing either an entire credence 
or a total disbelief in the somnambulism and 
other phenomena which occur to the two 
girls, O’Key, might seem to be uancandid 
and disrespectful, without considering two 
exculpatory circumstances. 

First, that to declare the latter—the ne- 
gative of this question,—would amount toa 
confession of time and labour wastefully 
employed in indefensible intrusions on the 
attention of ‘scientific men, who are always 
expected to listen to novel facts in natural 
philosophy. 

And, secondly, a declaration in the affir- 
mative would express but a single opinion, 
wanting authority, and therefore properly 
withheld. 

But some statement, collateral to this ques- 
tion, should undoubtedly attend so large a 
claim upon the public faith on behalf of 
facts which bear directly and importantly on 
the most important department of medicine, 
—physiology. 

The duty thus attached to our position 
will probably be fulfilled by an assurance— 
made before proceeding further with our 
narrations—that what we could ourselves 
conscientiously regard as a just and suf- 
ficient reason has never yet been presented 
to us, for believing that fraud is practised 
by either of the two patients under observa- 
tion, as regards any one of the various ex- 
traordinary phenomena which they manifest. 

With this remark, we should quita keenly 
contested point, but we must aver that those 
who impugn the honesty of the afflicted 
girls, could not choose a safer position or an 
easier task. Some tax on their capacity for 
observation, and on their moral courage, is 
avoided by all disbelievers. Even the 
educated take care to warn themselves that 
itis pleasanter to laugh than to be laughed 
at, though but for a time,while only one 
man, even when the time is up, is rewarded 
for belief and perseverance in his faith. 
Risk, in such a case, to others, brings no 
profit. Thus is it that inevery startling dis- 
covery, the multitude range at first with the 
opposition. 





Ata sitting on July 5th, it was mentioned 
that Elizabeth O’Key had, some time ago, 
during somnambulism, stated that if tea 
were placed in each of her hands, before 
producing sleep, she could neither wake 
nor be awoke for a quarter of an hour. 
An experiment was accordingly tried, to 
verify this assertion. Sleep was produced 
by a process which usually effects it for a 
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few seconds. In ten minutes, being still 
asleep, the customary means to awaken her 
were employed, with energy and determi- 
pation, in vain. In a quarter of an hour 
they were again tried, still in vain.* At 
the end of twenty-one minutes she still 
slept. It was then remembered thet the tea 
being still in her hands, it should »robably 
be removed. This being effected, the girl 
awoke in a few seconds by rubbing the eye- 
brows. The fact, like many others, is only 
worthy of record for its future use when en- 
deavouring to deduce from numerous phe- 
pomena, such rulesas can be founded thereon. 
No opportunity has siace occurred to us of 
seeing the mesmeric quality o: ea farther 
tested. Various substances materially differ 
in that influence. Some experiments on 
Jane O’Key (July 12th), particularly showed 
this ; a slip of crumpled paper (magnetised 
by holding it in the hand), placed in her 
hand, produced no effect. A penknife at 
once acted magnetically. A piece of oil-skin 
had no influence. A watch, with the glass, 
placed on her palm affected her less quickly 
than when the mefal baek was grasped. As 
she was leaving the room,t a brown holland 
sleeve-cuff, which had been accidentally 
held by a spectator, on being given to her, 
in two or three seconds stopped her pro- 
gress. A glazed card, let slip from a case 
did not act magnetically until held in the 
owner’s hand. Many experiments with 
magnetised money on this occasion were 
made, always with successful results. To- 
day it was found, that on placing the point 
of her finger on-any sovereign which had been 
magnetised, she was immediately stupified. 
A pile of magnetised sovereigns placed in her 
hand produced immediate sleep; but if the 
same money was so laid that she could touch 
the surface of each at once, more intense sleep 
ensued,—another illustration of the effect of 
enlarging the superfices of the magnetic 
object. 

The following evidence of her ignorance 
in delirium of what occurs in the natural 
state, was afforded to-day, and may be men- 
tioned here. She complained a short time 
Since, of pain im the right arm, and on ex- 
amination, a needle was found imbedded in 
the palmaris longus, and extracted in two 
portions, on different days; one by the 
Apothecary, the other by Mr. Wood; how 
placed there could not be ascertained, 
whether by puncture—the act of some inhu- 
man rascal whose ignorant mind and miser-e 
able perceptive faculties would afford him 
no other proof of the reality of the sleep in 
the unfortunate girl, could not be learned. 
This was the first subsequent occasion on 








* All the manceuvres of saying “‘ The time is up,”’ 
when it had expired, and other such tests were 
tried. 

+The ex 
nessed by Dr. 
Thomson, of Edinburgh, and seven or eight other 
medical gentlemen, 


riments on this occasion were wit- 
Webster, of Dulwich, Dr. Allen 
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which she had been in the condition of de- 
lirium, When questioned respecting the 
wound, she denied that any needle had been 
extracted, or that any wound existed, and 
on baring her arm she was astonished to 
find it bandaged, and still more surprised on 
tearing off the coverings and discovering 
the incision, which she said some person 
must have made in the night. At the close 
of the experiments, when restored to the 
natural state, she was questioned about the 
operation, and gave a correct account of its 
object and performance. It would be dif- 
ficult to conceive anything more natural, or 
executed with more perfect single-minded- 
ness, than her appearance during the circam- 
stances here described. The cunning which 
could detect in it a heartless imposition, 
would be little worth envying for its intellec- 
tual health. 

On the same day (July 12) many experi- 
ments with magnetised water were follow- 
ed with contradictory results. Others were 
attended with exact phenomena. Dr. El- 
liotson could not explain the cause, But 
it was apparent that were the girl playing a 
witting part on the latter occasions, she had 
equal means now of being correct, In fact 
the opportunities for practising tricks were 
none in either case, and the difliculty was 
left to time to solve. In the course of the 
afternoon it was accidentally discovered by 
Dr, Elliotson, that if her hand was held for 
a few seconds previous to he: taking a glass 
with unmagnetised water, or any other un- 
maguetised object, she would, on grasping 
it, become stupified. This precaution pro- 
bably had not before been observed in mak- 
ing the experiments. If the facts which are 
now from day to day being elicited, bave 
any relation to physiology,—and the impres- 
sion on the mind of Mr. Crampton is, that 
“ none more important can be presented to 
the physiologist, * —they ought to be inves- 
tigated with superior delicacy and precision, 
both to save time eventually, and elicit at 
once none but truths. 





We have now to describe the events to 
which allusion was made last week, when 
stating that Elizabeth O’Key had been ob- 
served to employ her hand as if for the pur- 
poses of yision, The fact was first noticed 
during some experiments which were made 
previous to the 5th inst., and avouched by 
agentleman of the highest competence and 
credibility. On the 5th we had an opportu- 
nity of personally observing the alleged 
phenomenon ; but this particular proceeding, 
only three persons being present, we shall 
not occupy space in describing, because we 
again saw it on the 9th and Lith of July, on 








* By-the-by, the new Professor of Physiology in 
University College, Dr. Sharpey, has not been pre- 
sent at any of these investigations. On the con- 


trary it is stated that he is occupied on a Medical 
Council for preventing their prosecution within the 
walls of this institution. 
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each of which days many witnesses were 
present, amongst whom, on one or other of 
the occasions, were tie Surgeon-General of 
Ireland, (Mr. Crampton), Dr. Sibbald 
(of Maidstone), Sir De Courcy Laffan, Mr. 
Grattan, Mr. Wood, Mr. Symes (Hill-street), 
Mr. Herring, Dr. Lardner, Mr. Thomson (of 
Dover), Dr. Squires (Northern Hospital, 
Liverpool), Professor Moseley, and some 
other medical gentlemen of whose names we 
were ignorant. Mr. Moseley, we were afier- 
wards informed, could not credit any one of 
the very numerous facts which he witnessed 
during the sitting (July 11), or allow himself 
to admit that the proceedings were honest, 
though every means appeared to be taken to 
enable the observers to estimate the truth or 
the fallacy of what was performed, and Mr. 
Moseley did net, throughout the whole sit- 
ting, which lasted nearly three hours, offer 
one objection, or make one expostulatory 
remark respecting the experiments, or the 
mode of conducting them. 

July 9.—Elizabeth O’Key was passed 
from the natural state into delirium, when 
experiments with magnetised money, varied 
in numerous precautionary ways, in each 
instance illustrated the views propounded 
by Dr. Elliotson. To meet the conjecture 
that by holding the metal in the hand to 
magpetise it, the warmth might betoken to 
the girl which piece had been magnetised, 
the sovereigns (taken from Mr, Crampton's 
purse) were, in some of the trials, all placed 
in warm water, and thence removed by the 
girl, who still experienced stupefaction in 
every instance in which the money had been 
magnetised, 

he drinking of magnetised water was 
attended with similar results, Mr. Cramp- 
ton, or other visitors, as in the above expe- 
riments, directing in private which of the 
drams should be magnetised. On some of 
these occasions what Dr. Elliotson calls 
‘“« poisoning”’’ with the maguetised water 
occurred. On recovering from the sleep, 
after swallowing a large dose, her liveliness 
disappeared, and she complained of pain in 
the chest. Holding one hand over the larger 
end of the stomach, this was dissipated by 
Dr. Elliotson in about a minute, 

On Saturday, the 7th, she was io delirium ; 
on Sunday, the Sth, in the natural state all 
day; on Monday (to-day), being in deli- 
rium, she was accidentally questioned, dur- 
ing the experiments, respecting some events 
of the Sunday, when she was found to be 
without any knowledgeof yesterday. This 
“loss” to the mind of one or more days, 
passed in either state, while questioned 
when in the other state, is invariable, and no 
ingenuity can extract from either sister evi- 
dence that the ignorance of what occurs in 
the other state is not real. 

Another phenomenon which occurs to both 
girls, we have never seen to fail. It is 
quicker in Jane O’Key than Elizabeth, the 





Re La its se i ik 








forn 
neti 
to m 
by | 


han 
a fe’ 
ject. 
Mr. 
in h 
mon 


at th 
pati 
pocl 
netti 
orna 
fied. 
inter 
of n 
also 
meri 
and 


or as 
of o 
—Dno 
pecu 
mem 
ness 
obta 
the t 
it, w 
had | 
from 
the | 
effor 
her, 
less 
July 
may 
in tl 
aske 
in he 
light 
light 
wher 
hand 
got s 
hand 
sevel 
whie 
sibili 
caus! 
from 
side 
little 
reply 
yous 
giver 
* i 
and s 
left as 
tlh 
thoug 
Says, | 
she ay 
after ; 
says,” 








Se  - 5 ee. LLL. CULLUM ON CO... 1 ae, be 


on 


S@-e FSS Oo wr er = 


d 
e 
n 
n 


is 
























Ain Na been a Te a at Sm 





former being more rapidly affected by mag- 
netic influences, though the latter is subject 
to more varied phenomena. Being stupitied 
by holding some object, the money, or glass, 
or whatever else, is rigidly grasped. If a 
hand be then pointed to the girl’s fingers for 
a few seconds, they relax, and drop the ob- 
ject. After several evidences of this fact, 
Mr. Crampton remarked that “ he had never 
in his life séen any. eflect more perfectly de- 
monstrated.” 

A striking instance of the sleep occurred 
at thistime. A purse was held before the 
patient (Elizabeth O’Key) drawn from the 
pocket by its metalclasp. She handled the 
netting with impunity, but on taking the 
ornamented clasp she was instantly stupi- 
fied. That the sleep was more sudden and 
intense in proportion to the number of pieces 
of money placed at once in her hand, was 
also shown, as well as the fact that mes- 
merised water would magnetise a sovereign, 
and the reverse. 

The use of ker hand as an organ of vision, 
or as a means of compensation for the want 
of ocular perception, was now manifested, 
—not by touching the objects sought, but a 
peculiar motion of viewing them with that 
member. On the first occasion of our wit- 
nessing this phenomenon (July 5) she had 
obtained a piece of bread-and-butter from 
the tea-table in the ward, and, while eating 
it, was requested to drink some water whiich 
had been purposely magnetised, with a hope, 
from what had been before observed, that 
the hand-seeing stupor would occur in an 
effort to search for the food when taken from 
her. The results were similar to, though 
less numerous than, those of the 9th of 
July, which we were about to relate. We 
may mention, however, that on the 5th, when 
in the loquacious somnambulism, she was 
asked by Mr. Wood whether she had an eye 
in her hand. She replied that it was “a 
light there, not an eye.”—“ Have you got a 
light anywhere else?”—“ No, none any- 
where else.”"**—“* Why do you use the left 
hand to see with ?”—“ Because the right has 
got sores.” (She had used the back of her 
hand; on the back of the right hand she has 
several inflamed spots, sites of large warts, 
which, when in delirium, and without sen- 
sibility, she had, while under removal by 
caustic, frequently picked, and prevented 
from healing.) “ Can you see with the in- 
side as well as the out?”—* Yes, but very 
little with the inside.”—“ Why do you not 
reply to questions when in the state in which 
you see with your hand?” No answer was 
given to this.t 

* It is a singular circumstance that in delirium 
and stupor she is not right-handed, but ures the 
left as freely as the right. 

+ In this state her replies are always given, as 
though first recieved from the “negro,” who, she 
says, always attends her. When a question is put 
she appears, by the labial motion, to at it, and 
after a pause answers (in the lowest whisper) “ He 
says,” so and so. 
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To recur to July 9th. Bread-and-butter 
was given to her, and, while eating it, she 
drank magoetised water, fell into stupor, 
lost the food, presently missed it, and 
frowned. The eyes, partially closed, had 
the abstracted aspect that always accompa- 
nies stupefaction; sometimes they were 
closed, but whether open or shat her pro- 
ceedings were uninterrupted. The right 
hand was open, the palm upwards. The 
left, with its back presented anteriorly, was 
relaxed and curved. The bread being gone 
the left hand fingers were doubled and un- 
doubled two or three times. The thumb 
then vibrated, and then the hand was par- 
tially raised, and the fingers played with a 
vermicular motion.. The back of the hand 
was then presented towards various points, 
oscillating at the wrist, the fingers still 
arched and vibrating. At first, the most an- 
terior point was the lower knuckle of the 
middle finger, changing the viewing point of 
the hand to many spots between the wrist 
and the little finger, by a convulsive undu- 
latory movement, as though seeking to ob- 
tain for it a central or focal point. This play 
of the hand gradually increased as the ob- 
ject sought was approached, and when a 
clear “ view” of the food, seemed to be 
obtained, she suddenly turned round the 
palm, and snatched the bread from the 
holder. She then used the left hand to search 
for the right, placed the bread in it, tore off 
a piece with the left, and rapidly ate it. The 
remainder being taken away, a wine-glass, 
a sovereign, and the empty hand were seve- 
rally presented to her left, while searching 
for the bread, but she did not attempt to 
seize either. Not finding the food, she stop- 
ped; but in a short time searched auew, re- 
connoitering the right palm for it, as though 
the absence of its touch was no indica- 
tion to her, Whenever the food was re- 
offered at an inch distance, she recognised 
and passionately seized it, wrenching off 
portions to eat, after first placing it in the 
left hand. 

“ It is, indeed, a strange kind of percep- 
tion,” Mr, Crampton observed. ‘“ Let us 
cover the eyes.” A tea-tray was accordingly 
placed by Mr. C, beneath her chin to inter- 
cept from them, if used, all view of what 
was passing below; whereupon she rose, 
and sat on the floor, at the same time closing 
the eyelids, which were then also held down 
with the fingers from behind. At the same 
time Dr. Lardner wrapped a doubled hand- 
kerchief over her head, face, and neck, after 
which the tray was again placed beneath her 
chin. The proceedings with the bread, and 
other substances, were repeated, but no de- 
sire was evinced to possess anything but the 
bread, before which, when presented, the 
hand kept quivering. If entirely removed 
she frowned and pouted intensely, and re- 
turned her hand to her lap. The bread was 
also perceived and seized when laid lightly 








on her lap, but unless within at most two 
inches, no view of it seemed to be obtained. 
No false snatches in the air occurred, as if 
guessing that it was there whea it was not, 
After much tantalisation with the food, she 
fell asleep, and on awaking exclaimed that 
the slice was gone. When given to her she 
declared that she had had “ a bigger bit than 
that,” alluding to its size before the stupor, 
and was annoyed at its manglea state. While 
eating she was again stupified with water, 
and the food was removed. Missing it, she 
viewed the right hand with the left, opened 
her mouth, presented the back of her hand 
to the cavity, to search it in the same man- 
ner, and at last found and obtained the food 
by the same means as before, the tray being 
still held beneath her chin. On now 
conveying the food to her mouth, her hand 
struck against. the tray, upon which she 
bent her head to meet the hand, but of course 
in vain. The tray was then removed, and 
she put the food into her mouth. When the 
tray was still kept there, she used the back 
of her hand to ascertain, by viewing, what 
was before her mouth, pushed it away, and 
ate the food, 

A handkerchief was then placed over her 
left hand, and having for some time tried to 
view with the member, in vain, she laid it 
in her lap, with a look of despair; but the 
kerchief being removed, she recognised and 
seized the bread. When kept covered, after 
a long pause she used the palm of her right 
hand to search for the bread, and, on a se- 
coud trial, to view the cause of the “ blind- 
ness ” of her other hand, and, on discovering 
it, she disembarrassed the hand from the 
handkerchief. When the handkerchief was 
placed over the whole face, on putting the 
food to her mouth she forced the handker- 
chief in with it, which impeded her from 
chewing, whereupon she viewed the cover- 
ing with her hand, and tore it away. 

The bread being now all eaten, in search- 
ing over her lap (not touching the apron, or 
anything that was on it) sbe discovered seve- 
ral crumbs, whieh she eagerly seized and 
ate, except one bit that was in a fold. 
During all these experiments sensation in 
the hands and arms appeared to be absent. 

She was now put to sleep, and nothing 
could be greater than the contrast between 
the sedateness of the state from which she 
had passed, and the lively, acute, saucy 
manner of the ensuing delirium. Nor could 
anything be more opposite than the manner 
of the delirium and the quiet, amiable, in- 
valid demeanour of the state in which she 
returned to the ward. Before retiring, how- 
ever, Mr, Crampton was shown the convul- 
sions producible by placing drops of mag- 
netised water on her shoulders, the ale of 
the nose, the lips, the brows, the hands, and, 
lastly, from touching the naked eyeball, 
The demoniac-looking convulsions of the 
face produced by this latter proceeding 





ANIMAL MAGNETISM: 


were remarkable; the eyes stared almost to 
starting, and the head was twisted on the 
neck in every direction, and when the agi- 
tation was soothed by mesmerism, the jaw 
was found firmly locked, ‘‘ There could 
not,” Mr. Crampton said, “be the least 
question of the truth of these effects.” She 
was returned into the natural state by Dr, 
Elliotson and Mr, Wood simultaneously 
breathing upon the face. “ It is too absurd,” 
Mr. Crampton observed, at the close of the 
experiments, “to deny that these pheno- 
mena are real, She has manifested a series 
of the most sudden and extraordinary 
changes, probably, that were ever seen in 
one person in the same interval. Indeed, 
in every transition from one state to another 
that I have ever seen in any other patient 
or person, there has always been a nuance ; 
but here there is not the slightest, however 
great the change, or however frequent.” 

It should be added, as an instance of the 
varying conditions of the nervous system in 
these patients, that while, on some days, 
a single pass with the hand will produce 
sleep in Elizabeth O’Key, that result could 
not be produced at all by the same kind 
of manipulation to-day; and although to- 
day, as at other times, the slightest touch 
ou the mucous membrane of the lip was a 
means of producing instant stupefaction, 
and a broader touch produced instant sleep, 
yet, after the convalsions of the face and 
head had occurred, pressure on the whole 
inner surface of the under lip would not 
effect even stupefaction. On the 11th inst., 
too, blowing in her face, which at other 
times would kneck her down like a shot, 
would not produce any effect. It would 
only recover her from sleep. Nor would 
blowing in her band on that day send her to 
sleep, as usual, though if she were already 
in stupor it would convert the stupor into 
sleep. Moreover, touching the mucous mem- 
brane, even broadly, with the finger, when 
she was supposing that she was eating the 
bread-and-butter (for her jaws all through 
the experiments with it kept in action, 
whether she had any in her mouth or not) 
did not send her to sleep, as at other times, 





July 11. Mr. Crampton, with several other 
gentlemen already named, attended again 
to-day, intending to see Jane O’Key, but 
the phenomena elicited jin her sister, who 
was previously brought into the room, were 
so numerous and interesting, that the time, 
more than three hours, was, with the ex- 
ception of a very short period, whwlly occu- 
pied in witnessing them, 

Elizabeth O’Key was to-day put to sleep, 
from the natural state, by Mr. Crampton 
holding his hand, for a minute, at about an 
inch above the top.of her head, from which 
part he observed that great heat radiated. 
Being desirous of again witnessing the effect 
of touching the eyeball, lie gently placed 
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the tip of his finger upon it, when the vio- 
lent convulsions instantly occurred. Against 
this experiment we venture to say, after 
having witnessed it three or four times, that 
we entertain the strongest objections. It 
demonstrates a fact which, once or twice 
properly attested, ought not again to be 
presented to the notice of any person. While 
a few experiments produce no injurious ef- 
fect upon the girl, a protracted series 
greatly depresses her, and on again seeing 
this particular experiment to-day we could 
not avoid regarding it as particularly ex- 
hausting, and felt assured that to mention 
this to Dr, Elliotson on the next day, would 
be sufficient, however important the expe- 
riment, to induce that truly benevolent phy- 
sician to estimate the opinion, as he might 
believe it to deserve, and forbid the expe- 
riment, 

After recovering from these convulsions 
the eyes were fixed with a downward di- 
rection, so that she could only see objects 
on the ground, where the great number of 
feet around her excited her attention, and it 
was found that in this state objects were 
multiplied four-fold, so that for ten feet she 
would reckon forty. 

In one experiment to day, two pieces of 
money among twelve were strongly magnet- 
ised, under the direction of Mr. Crampton, 
Of the whole twelve these two alone put 
her to sleep, and their effect was so great, 
that the hands did not unclose when the 
sleep came on, but convulsions of the arms 
end eyes ensued, and persisted until the 
sovereigns were released from her grasp. 
“There could be no arrangement here,” 
Mr. C. observed, in stating which two 
pieces he had handled; ‘ it was perfectly 
accidental how many I took up. Nothing 
could be more uniform than the results of | 
those experiments.” The convulsions of | 
the eyes in this experiment had a peculia~ 
effect on her vision, and when she awoke 
she did not know the room. “ Wherever 
amI?’’ she asked. “ I never saw such a} 
place in my life. I never saw such @ house. | 
What a funny way room.” Way is a word 
that she constantly uses as an adjective in 
the delirium, This state of her vision 
passed off in a short time. 

Mr. Crampton then tried some experi- 
ments with watches which had, and others 
which had not, been held in his hand. In 
each instance the former stupified her and 
the latter did not. “ These,” he afterwards 
remarked, “were as fair experiments as 
ever were made. She could not have had 
the least idea of what I was doing. It is 
impossible that anything could be fairer. 
Nothing in physiology can be more interest- 
ing.” 

On the convulsions, or “ poisoning,” with 
the magnetised sovereigns, again occurring, 
it was found, on her recovery from sleep, 
that the hand and arm, up to the shoulder, 











ANIMAL MAGNETISM, 


were paralysed and insensible, but she did 
not notice the limb; she used the left hand 
instead. She was told to raise it, but on 
directing her eyes to it, and trying to lift it, 
she supposed “ it had been cut off and 
stuck on again.” There was pain in the 
shoulder. She was put into the natural 
state, to ascertain whether the arm, sympa- 
thising with the change, would recover its 
powers; but it did not. The effect was 
probably of the same kind as when the eye- 
lids and jaws remain closed after restora- 
tion from sleep. The latter may be opened 
by pointing the hand towards them. Dr, 
Elliotson now restored the arm by rubbing 
it briskly downwards, the poor girl remark- 
ing, that it “lived along with her now.” We 
believe this condition of the arm had not 
before been observed. Dr. Elliotson stated, 
that when patients did not of themselves 
recover from the “ poisoning” by magnet- 
ism,——and they sometimes had pain all the 
day from it,—rubbing the broad hand upon 
the body, smartly, from the neck down- 
wards, effected the desired object. 

Many old experiments were repeated, 
eliciting remarks on “ the beautiful statue- 
like form of the girl” when fixed during 
various acts. The visual perception with 
the hand was also re-tried, with the same 
precautions, and the same results, except- 
ing that one addition was observed, namely, 
that after unsuccessfully searching with the 
back of the hand for the brea, she licked 
the palm, and then examined her right hand 
with that part, having done to it something, 
as Dr. Elliotson remarked, “ towards assi- 
milating the surface to that of a mucous 
membrane.” In the course of the experi- 
ments with the mesmerised water, the con- 
vulsions of the eyes, face, and head were 
again produced twice, by touching the eye 
with the fluid, the effect being considered 
so physiologically remarkable, and so un- 


| questionable a proof of power in the water, 


We saw these convulsions with regret, both 
from the immediate effect, and what we felt 
assured would be the ulterior result; but 
being at the time seated behind the girl, 
and not aware that the eyes were about to 
be touched, we could not, even had the intru- 
sion been proper, object to the experiment, 
but afterwards wrote the following sentence, 
to give to Dr. Elliotson or Mr. Wood, to 
ensure their interference with any attempt 
to renew it to-day :— 

“ That touching of the eye ought not to 
be performed again.” 

The following singular coincidence en- 
sued, if a coincidence can ensue. Singular, 
because no other person could have known 
either that this remark was written, or that 
the feeling from which it arose existed. The 
girl, greatly exhausted, was seated in front 
of the spectators, with Dr. Elliotson and Mr 
Wood on each side of her, and the one person 
behind, Being io a passive sommambulism 


Mr. Wood said to her, in the usual whisper, 

“ O’Key, how do you do?” 

“T have violent pains in my head, and 
you will soon have to do something for it.” 

“ What should be done?” 

“ You will have to bleed me.” 

“ When?” (It was now about half-past 
five o’clock, p.m., Wednesday.) 

“ T shall have this pain for twelve hours, 
and then it will be very violent, and I should 
be bled to stop it.” 

“ What is the cause?” 

(Taking a hand of Dr. Elliotson and Mr. 
Wood.) “ Itis both of your faults.” 

“How!” (She made no answer.) 

“ Ask the negro?” 

** He says you know it, and you must blame 
yourselves.” (After a pause. ) “ He says that 
you have a great friend, Mr.M* ***, who 
is also a very great friend of mine, and he 
will let you know.’ 

This dialogue occurred about half a 
minute after the foregoing sentence was 
written, and the remarkable coincidence 
which seemed to exist between the cir- 
cumstances, induced the writer at once to 
show it to those who were around. The 
title of friend could have rested only on the 
intention just privately formed. Itcould not 
at that date have been suspected from any 
conversation or acts, at any of his visits to the 
hospital to witness these experiments, the 
writer being almost wholly occupied there 
taking notes of the events. Dr. Elliotson 
asked her if shecould point out the gentle- 
man to whom she referred. She said “*Yes,” 
and rose to examine the hands of those who 
in front of her, without recognising any one 
in particular, and then said he must be 
“shown to her.”’ Being turned round, a 
slight expression of her features, indicated 
the party sought, and shortly afterwards she 
fell asleep. 

This event, however, ranks only among 
the more curious portions of the history of 
this remarkable individual, of whom it has 
been a duty with us to record candidly every- 
thing that we have witnessed respecting the 
condition of her nervous system, from its 
possible value in future inferences and de- 
ductions. Itis a fact, well authenticated, 
that, on the next morning, at about six 
o'clock, she was found with violent con- 
vulsive movements of the head, and symp- 
toms of intense headach, recently increased 
after a sleepless night passed with constant 
complaints of pain in the head. Venesec- 
tion was performed to fourteen ounces; the 
blood presented evidences of very inflamma- 
tory action. The headach, she said, after 
the operation was immediately relieved, but 
not permanently, and in the evening eight 
ounces more were removed, with cessation 
of the headach. Her appearance also was 


much improved, and she could rise from the 
bed. 
We could remain { 


vitness only a few of 


MR. KIRBY ON THE CYSTICERCUS CELLULOSA, 





the brief experiments shown to Mr. Cramp- 
ton with Jane O’Key. 

*,* Mr. Herbert Mayo is one of the 
members of the committee of investigation 
mentioned last week. Mr. Owen, wanting 
time to attend, is not now on the Committee. 





THE CYSTICERCUS CELLULOSA IN 
HUMAN MUSCLES. 


To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 


Str :—Permit me to request you to give 
room to the following letter in your useful 
periodical sbould you consider it as deserv- 
ing a place amongst its valuable pages. 
I have the honour to be, Sir, your obedient 
servant, 

J. Kirey. 
Warwick-street, Dublin, 
July 9, 1838. 





To R. Knox, Esq., F.R.S.E. 

Sir:—While reading your interesting ob- 
servations on the eysticercus cellulosa inha- 
biting human muscles, noticed in the Tne 
Lancer of June 16, it occurred to me that I 
had once seen a case in which these entozoa 
existed in considerable numbers. On re- 
ference to my journal I find it noticed, 
and I have now the pleasure to send an ab- 
stract from that memorandum. 

On the 5th December, 1835, Peter Down- 
ing was admitted into the Coombe Hospital, 
with an extensive burn of the left forearm, 
which was nearly wholly involved. The 
parts were literally charred to a cinder. 
The hand and fingers were tumid and insen- 
sible; there were numerous small vesica- 
tiens. The arm was much swollen and 
extremely tense ; but there existed but little 
constitutional disturbance. At the time, 
Downing considered himself in exceedingly 
good health. 

On the 20th December, amputation be- 
came necessary, and was performed at a third 
above the elbow, that articulation being 
then involved, On inspection of the stump, 
several small oval semi-transparent vesicles 
were seen to project from the surface of the 
divided muscles. The wound was made up 
inthe usual way and the patient was dis- 
charged cured on the 10th January. 

The appearances exhibited on dissection 
of the limb were thus noted :— 

“ Nothing preternatural in the skin, fascia 
or interspersed integuments. The muscles 
above the joint are thickly studded with small 
oval bodies similar to those observed during 
the operation ; they are all nearly of the same 
size; they are unequivocally vesicular, and 
they contain a slightly milky fluid; they lie 
only between the muscular fasciculi ar- 
ranged in single rows like so many oval 
beads, pierced through their greater axis 
and strung together on a thread, at the in- 
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ELECTRICITY 


terval of a line from each other; they are 
attached by a small peduuele to the cellular 
membrane, and have scarcely any union to 
the muscalar fibre.” 

These bodies could not be discovered in 
the inflamed muscle about. the joint, or in 
any other structure belonging to the articu- 
lation. 

A portion of one of the muscles was for 
many years preserved by spirits, during 
which period the vesicular character conti- 
nued to be well exhibited. 

I remember the concern I felt at my inca- 
pacity to explain this phenomenon to the 
to the pupils who were present. I could 
only say it was a new one to me, and all I 
could do was to hazard the conjecture that 
the vesicles existed before the injury was 
received, and I concluded they were para- 
sitic, bearing a close resemblance to those 
lymphy cysts which they had Jately seen in 
acase of hydatid ascites. 


ELECTRICITY IN TETANUS. 


To the Editor of Tae Lancer. 


Six :—In your notice of the letter of M. 
Matteucci (June 2nd) to the Institute of 
France, on the application of electricity for 
the cure of tetanus, you seem not to be 
aware that the same thing has been at- 
tempted in London, and with the happiest 
results. But while I highly admire M, Mat- 
teucci’s truly philosophic method of using 
this subtle agent for the cure of one of the 
most intractable of diseases, in justice to 
myself I claim the priority of its successful 
application in the above-named disease, and 
beg to refer to a case published by me in 
Tue Lancer for 1827-8, p.72. At that time 
IT was not aware of the experiments of Volta 
on the extremities of the frog, nor was I 
aided by any other inductive reasoning than 
that, as the old routine of remedies had 
hitherto almost invariably failed, it would 
be useless to persevere with them. Patho- 
logy was dark as chaos itself, and as the 
leading features of the malady appeared to 
indicate a highly morbid condition of the 
nervous system, it was therefore not impro- 
bable that any agent which was capable of 
producing a new action, might thereby 
counteract those convulsive and agonising 
throes which, in traumatic tetanus, the 
medical practitioner has had too often 
to witness with regret. Accordingly elec- 
tricity was tried, and the effect was im- 
mediate and striking. The whole muscular 
system instantly became relaxed, the jaws 
opened, and the patient was at once con- 
vineed of its curative power. 

It is worthy of remark, that the electric 
fluid was found to be perfectly inert until 
the system was first brought fully under the 
effect of opium ; by persevering in this me- 











IN TETANUS, 


thod the patient rapidly recovered. 
Sir,your obedient servant, 
J. Tayor. 


Old Kent-road, July 9, 1538. 


RECLAMATION OF MR. STACK. 


I am, 











To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 

Sir :—Being very much pained and sur- 
prised at hearing that in Tit Lancer of last 
week it was stated that I admitted in the 
course of my evidence in the Queen’s Bench, 
June 30th, that at some period of my life I 
was a private soldier and a servant, 1 beg 
leave to assure you, that ao such assertion 
was then or there made or insinuated, much 
less admitted by me. 

I have only to add, Sir, but that the re- 
spectability and known independence of 
your publication forbids the supposition, L 
must come to the conclusion that THe Lan- 
cet had on this occasion lent itself to some 
cowardly and contemptible enemy of mine. 
I remain, Sir, your obedient humble servant, 

P. H. Stack, 

Legg’s Coffee-house, St. Martin’s-lane, 

July, 1838. 

[Our notice of the trial, “* The Queen v. 
Mansell and Others,” in which the name of 
Mr. Stack occurs, was condensed from a re- 
port in the “* Morning Herald.” Mr. Stack 
has assured us that not owe of the admissions 
reported by that journal, as having been 
made during his cross-examination, were 
made by him. If this be the case, Mr. Stack, 
should address himself to the Editor of the 
“Morning Herald,” or to the person who 
furnished the report to that journal.—Ep., L.} 





BEETLES IN THE MOUTH. 

Diep at Barton-upon-Humber, lately, 
James Boyers, well-known for many years 
in Lincolnshire as a noted horsebreaker. 
No man living perhaps ever experienced so 
many fractures from accidents with horses, 
from which causes, probably, he was latterly 
so reduced as to be a living skeleton, 
wearing au iron prop to keep his head in 
position above his shoulders. It is a remark- 
able fact that about three weeks ago a sur- 
geon was called in to open an abscess in his 
mouth, when a brood é6f the common house 
clock had seated themselves in a cavity of 
his jaw where an old tooth had been ex- 
tracted. He was latterly very helpless, and 
his house being infested with these insects, 
it is supposed they took possession of their 
hiding-place when he was asleep.— Lincoln 
Gazette, May 22. 

The Lincoin Mercury of May 25, copied 
this paragraph as a ‘“ Lincolnshire Jona- 
thanism,” in consequence of which the sur- 
geon above referred to published the fol- 
lowing statement in defence of the “ re- 
markable fact :”— 
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“ Having been called in to attend the poor 
man, when labouring under violent pain oc- 
casioned by an ulcer in the gums and inside 
of the mouth, I had occasion to extract what 
at first appeared to be an old stump of a 
tooth, when to my surprise, as well as that 
of the nurse, I removed a brown beetle of 
the genus tenebrio molitor, which had fixed 
itself in the socket of the left canine tooth ; 
and from the next socket I extracted an 
ovum, which contained the lava of a young 
beetle, and a second was found at the bot- 
tom of the ulcer, Incredible.as this fact 
may have appeared to you, similar cases are 
recorded by Kirby and Spence,” 

Boyers was a pauper im Barton, and was 
so attended in the parish by Mr. John 
Morley, as deputy of the surgeon to the 
Barten district of the Brigg Union, anda 
correspondent makes the following inquiries 
on the matter of the beetles. He says,— 
“ When the case was first rumoured, it was 
said that the old man had complained of a 
gum-boil, and that-Mr. Morley opened it 
with a lancet, and something fell on the floor, 
when, on looking to the floor, he observed a 
black beetle running away, which he se- 
cured, and showed to the nurse, and he 
says, in his letter tothe Mercury, thathe ex- 
tracted what appeared to him to be an old 
stump of a tooth, but what, to his surprise, 


RE-VACCINATION IN THE PRUSSIAN ARMY. 





tarned out afterwards to be a beetle. 

“I should wish to know what is here meant 
by an ulcer in the gums and inside of ed 
mouth? and what is implied by the bottom | 
of the ulcer? I should like-to be informed if 
the sockets of teeth continue to exist after 
the teeth have been removed, even to old age, 
as in this instance. It would also be inte- 
resting to know with what description of 
instrument the surgeon operated.” 





RE-VACCINATION IN THE 
PRUSSIAN ARMY. 
As the question of the necessity of re- 
vaccination still continues to attract atten- 





tion, we here present our readers with the 
results of re-vaccination practised in wed 


The vaccination was followed by,— 
Regular pock, in ....+++. 21,308 
Irregular, in ...0..s0+++. 10,557 
And had no effect, in .... 15,393 

The latter were again vacciuated— 

With success, in ..... wee 2,243 
Withoat success, in... 9,771 
Of the whole number vaccinated or re- 
vaccinated with effect, there were attacked, 
during the course of the year 1837,—~— 
With varicella.....+.0.0es056 14 
With varioloid ............ 7 
With trae small-pox ........ 0 
Nothing can demonstrate more clearly the 
value of re-vaccination than the above brief 
summary, which we have abstracted from 
the “ Berlin Medical Times,” No. 26, 1838. 
Of 47,258 individuals who were vacci- 
nated, only seven were attacked with modi- 
fied variola; while the true small-pock did 
not present itself in a single instance. 
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TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

A Student of Guy’s Hospital, Mr. Ed. 
Thompson, and Mr. R. U, Cashman, next 
week. 

The case forwarded to Mr. G. G. B. re- 
lates to a speculation that could not now be 
verified, and therefore we withhold it. 

Many circumstances exist to prevent us 


Prussian army, during the year 1837. Those | ¢,5), advising Mr. H.M. His letter was 
who are desirous of obtaining further in-| not received until Thursday morning, up to 
formation upon this interesting point, will | which time we were unacquainted with the 
find the results for the years 1833 to 1836 | Case. To publish his defence in Tur Lan- 
inclusive, fully detailed in the following | CFT» while bat ee eee 
numbers of the “ Peril Medical Times,” naanaee, since nothing on the subject con 
viz., No. 25, 1834; No. 19, 1835; No. 19, yet appeared, or is likely to appear in our 
1836; and No. 20, 1837. pages. 

The gross number of troops vaccinated | The communication of Dr, Foster has 
in the Prussian army, during the year 1837, | reached us. 


was 47.258, _— 
Errata.—Review of Mitscherlich’s Che- 


Of these, the following bore traces of 
previons vaccination :— | mistry, page 553, last line, col.1, for ; in- 





Evident marks ...... «see 37,299 sert ,—Page 554, line 17 from bottom, for 
Doubtful marks.......... 6,903 | 100°. F. read 100° C.—Page 554, line 16 
No trace im......++- ++e++ 8,056 | from bottom, for 112° F. read 212° F. 
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